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Of His Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty. 
our adminiſtration i in that 
be 1 gained you great 

| | honour,except we take i in the re- 5 
vilings of thoſe malicious ſlander- | 


ers, whoſe oppoſition to the go- 
vernment of their country indiſ- 
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one out t of their own 9 2 
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ſmeets preſumes that he offers 
this —_ to the Public under many; 
very ſingular advantages; the firſt 
and moſt eminent of which is an- 
uncommon latitude of acquaintance 
with the European world, and the. 


rich attention. he paid to the dif- 
ferent characteriſtic marks which in- 
any particular manner ſingularized 


the different countries — 
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| Taz 1 of his own 
country was indeed his chief ſtudy ; 5 
and to know the ENGLISH well, 15- 
by no means an eaſy 7 taſl.— Jeneral 
diſcoveries and peremptory decifions. 
with regard to Engliſhmen, go a 
very little way toward an explana- 
tion of a people ſo various in tem per, 
manners, - and behaviour, as the 
Engliſh. In the compoſition of n 
| Engliſhman we find the caution of 
2 Dutchman, the reſerve and gra- 


diy of a Spaniard, blended: with 


OO # childifhlevity that senders him 


an extraordinary Peckscle en 4 
| | be travels from home.” ue nM ak * 
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| unfit for it, even ſuppoſing his edu-- 
1 cation of the beſt kind, and his? 
1 diſpoſition ſuited for the world. 
There is a waſpiſhneſs of temper 
which takes fire at the leaſt ſingula- 
rity of a foreigner ; 3- and it is not- 
uncommon. for an Engliſhman, | 
when abroad, to lole his night' 85 
repoſe, if the cook ſhould boil ans 
egg oi toaſt his bread after a dif- 
ferent” manner than' what he had: 
experienced in the houſe of his 
grandmother. Tf he makes himſelf 
| wretched, and diſguſts every perſon» 
in the Hotel, hei is ſatisfied, if, on- 
| the remonſtrance of his fervants, PI 


HE. CAN. PAY HIS WAY 3 folacing. 
himſelf WY an opinion, that n. 


ney ſabdues all things, and can 
ena the various bleflings which 
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art or nature can beſtow, In this 
he may perhaps be miſtaken; mo- 
ney cannot buy efteem 5 
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A GunTLEMAN from the. fiſter- 


kingdar, - on the contrary, pays 


little reſpect to wealth ; FS depends. 
moſtly on his addreſs ; and Paſſes. 


his tour with leſs. inconvenience, 
and much leſs e 1 


3 


{ 10 ET 1 3 both in 


3 and out of the kingdom from the 


arts of chicanery and fraud, as well. 


as to amuſe, him with eee 
| and pleaſant hiſtories, the author 


has been careful to compile with 


the utmoit nicety all the adyentures 


of Dis mes A, 
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Ir muſt be —_———— that in 

5 the circles. of the Great, exactly tha „ 

ü ſame paſſions actuate the conduct of. 2 

the people in ſuperior life, As give iv 
vigour and ſpirit to thoſe. in the 
very loweſt ſtations. The two ex 

3 tremes of. very high and very low: - 

1 border cloſe on each other; and the. 
manners, language, &c. of the. 
ragged rabble differ in a few in- | 
ſtances (and thoſe. merely circum- 

ſtantial) from the vulgar in lace. 

and fringe, There, however, ap- 
peared: to our author ſo much af 
the maſquerade, ſomething ſo evi- 
dently bordering on .d: guiſe among 
the. Great, that he has given moſt of 
his pictures as drawn from real 
characters in the inferior ranks 1 
life. The ſame. avarice, and taſte” 
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for rapine, plunder, and oppreſ. "Th 
1 fion, which actuates a Peer to betray 
his country, and violate the great 
bands of: ſocial virtue, Juſtice, and 
bumanity, 1mpels the darin g ruffian 
to rob and murder on the road: 
The affiduous attendant on an EO 
or a Hazard- table is no more than. 
à a counterpart of his ſuperior at the 
Treaſury-board, where both their 


"iN employments may be conſidered. 


RY ſimilar.” 1 


| n on n earth n none are ſo very | 
2 | tenacious. of their privileges as 

1 thoſe men who live by fraud. It i is 
on this account 1 have met with 85 
more difficulty. in obtaining mate 
t 235 this work, than at firſt 
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may ſtrike the ideas of my 8 5 

i in general. It may ſeem odd that 

a perſon buſied in enquiries of a 
much more important nature, 

. ſhould have been able to make his 

i way into the. ſecrets, cabals, and 
oppreſſions of the Managers who 
govern and rob itinerant Com ns yk 

nies. rn ; 
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Tur Leviflraren would never ſafer” 
the penal laws to ſleep, did they 
know the miſeries tnany young men 

of reſpectable families labour under, 
8 by the '1nattention-of the Magiſ- 
trates to this dreadful evil. Their 
ſocieties, under a pretence of being 
420 Players (for which they are not in 
the leaſt qualified) prove a fatal 
ee for ſons and daughters 
. who 4 
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83 
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who have offended their parents, 


and whoſe firſt fault often brings. 
upon them ſcenes of wretchedneſs 
for life, to which a cell in Ne- 


gate would be preferable. The 


| Kidnapper miſcalled a Manager 


keeps the deſpicable people in rags, 


till they cannot fly for ſhame; and 


during the remainder of their miſer- 


able exiſtence, he preys on the 
hbours of his ragged crew. They 
are no leſs a burthen to.them(ſelves 
and an eye- ſore to the Public, than 
a ſcandal to the profeſſion of an 
Actor, in whieh, to arrive at excel - ; 
\ tence, the gentleman, the ſcholar, 
2 en man of en muſt com- 
bine. ie ee ee 
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Tu Letters, Poetry, &c. which 
e in this compilation, as 
well as the Anecdotes, both public 
and private, have been ſelected: 
without partiality. As no Letters, 
are inſerted but of the Author's: 

- own writing, nor any facts ſtated: 
but what came under his own obſer- 
vation, he can publiſh them with. 
a confidence that truth only can 

ſupport. Perſons of all denomina- 
tions. ſhall meet in him an equal 
and impartial judge; who, , unin- 
fluenced by bribes, or menaced by 
threats, will do juſtice to his coun. 
try, by expoſing to the eye of pub- 
lic detection and cenſure, people 
vnho revel on the ſpoils of ignorance, 
confidence, and credulity. 5 
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eee and St. Gre 


ord melancholy portraits of horrid” . 5 


characters! Dreadful are the exits of 


devotees to horſe- racing, gaming, 
and the road. —A piſtol, the ſuf- 


focating ſtream, or the n . 
razor, ends the life of the Peer 


and the halter ſtrangles the lower 


claſſes of monſters, who, betrayed 5 
by their ſuperiors' example, live in- 
a way which honeſt Induſtry, the 
parent of wealth and Daene cannot. 7 


ME -" 5 


110 5 
* .- % as 
— 
25 be.) gb 
* 
0 5 | 
a ? * + ; 
4 — . * 
4 
7 , 8 
j : 
— k 3 
2 
* * I * 
8 
% 


& 
n 1 9534 
re s By 4 p 
| 
- 
= 
2 * 
x - 
* iS 
* 
- 
. ae? * 0 
of ” 4 7 — 
— 
8 a 4 — 
* 


 Introduftion | Place of of the. Author's Birtb. 5 
_ Enters on Board the Fleet, and afterwards 
Army the latter 5 of. 
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„ ture has been brought to perfection by 
7 thoſe wing: of mortals whoſe. reſtleſſneſs, 
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16 VIEW OF SOCIETY AND MANNERS: | 


ſuperiority of dulneſs over wit and ge⸗ 
nius in this world, and has proved by. 
many examples which experience con- 


firms, that men of a lively fancy are the 
cauſe of their own misfortunes and the - ; 
butchers of their own. Peace. 


4 


. Tims truth deferves a very liberal coms - 
ment. Content and eaſe of mind are by .. 
no means the reſidents of a boſom dif. \ 


turbed by the warmth of a wild i imagij- 


nation, hurried into the various purſuits , 
which ambition and pleafure: excite in a 
reſtleſs mind: but though the unhappy 
child of paſſion is made a ſacrifice him 
ſelf to the fatal bent of his nature, the 
Püblic at large receive benefit from the 


real ſource of his miſery. —Sych 1 men in 


all ages have been the great ſupporters | 


of ſcience, and every branch of litera- 
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could never have been confined one mo- 
ment, had not ambition or neceſſity point- 
ed out a taſk of more than ordinary la- 
- bour, the completion of which would: 
ey W ry or feed NG wants. A 


| Wirnsor any - great claim to cher 
ray of inſpiration called Genius, the 
Author has met with all the inconveni- 
encies attending ſo diſtreſsful a ſuperis 
ority, without reliſhing any of the ſweets 
that accidentally happen to make the 
bitter pill palatable. — He. has met: 
no Manager to patronize à play, with 

no Lord who would make him eaſy for 

life for the ſake of a well-penned dedica- . 
tion, nor with any other: encouragement to, - 
ſtimulate him to commence the Editor 


of his own anecdotes, except the partialin 


of a few friends, and the lively hopes of 
meeting \ witha candid and liberal Public. : 
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Counts vz, which is the ſtimulus to- 
excite the reader's regard, will direct an 
birth, which was in a ſmall. village in 
Kent, where his father was an honeſt, 
induſtrious, and pains- taking tradeſman. 
| Without many advantages from educa- 
x tion, he was early admitted to walk 
l 8 dhe Quarter-Deck as a Midſhipman on 5 
1 _ the Falmouth and the e _ 
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8 eee conv blende fall od. 
ing into that train of diffipation; which : wu 
the votaries of Pleaſure tov often lead: — 

5 youth prophet he was g ere an, ns 


| corded; II 
ſoldier. The encidents of a common 
ſoldier's life are of too trivial a Kind for 
remembrance.—The page of Hiſtory has 
recorded the expeditions in which the- 
A Author was engaged, in a more accurate 


- manner. 
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manner than the eye of a man in that 
inferior ſituation could behold them. 
He had been in all the expeditions of. 
F rance, at 50 ſiege of Belleiſle, with. 
the troops in Dani, ande She | 
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himſelf to mark. with a laborious ſeru- 


33 5 T7 SIE #5 "x47 


tiny men and things. So extenſive a ſur-- 
vey of men differently ſtationed, with 
ſentiments and paſſions ſimilar, with un- 
derſtandings and capacities nearly on a 
level alſo, acting parts ſo exceedingly 
diſſimilar, afforded a fine opportunity for 
a man of perſpicuity and contemplation - 
to mark the progreſs. of folly, and ſelf- 
defeated ſchemes of yanity and pride. 
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A LESS 5 rifible diſplay of the wretcheds: 
neſs of human nature when deprived of. 
rational liberty, he. ſighing ſaw in the 
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26 VIEW 'OF SOCIETY AUD MANNERS - 
ahbject meanneſs of thoſe whom Fortune 
had Ang in a 3 low: and 4H ſitua- ; 
75 wi. 6 3 5 12 = "7 i 
PRE concluſion of the laſt war after | 
the battle of St. Cas, eloſed the Au- | 
| thor's martial adventures, and his friends 
i m with great cordia ; 
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2 Huthor enen Bu Retr 1s FSG 
" Nobility propoſe a Subſcription. Sub- 
ſcription Falls. Goes to London. In 
Ditreſs. Gets an Acquaintance, n Fs 
engaged « as an nga iN 2 7 


irn turn nb an 1 a dit 

A poſition ſuited for the ſociety; of 
thoſe who do not buſy themſelves with 
reflection, made the friends of the Au- 

thor ſuppoſe that he would do well 


4s an Inn- keeper. The moſt: capital i inn 


in an eaſtern city in-England was obtain- 
ed for him, through which the Engliſh 

Nobility paſs to learn to dance and take 
ſnuff, and the more crafty French travel 
through to our en to e che 
, n guine. ; 


E 15 
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ExrzRED Udon this new ſcene, the 
attention of the Author was ſo taken up 
with the novelty of hs ſituation, and 
the conſtant buſtle of his. houſe, that he 
never look'd at his Books... Some of the 
 frientific Members of. that Corporation 5s 
undertook: to. raiſe. reports to his diſad- 
vantage: ſuch as, that he charged RR 
Foreign Ambaſſador forty pounds for a | 
A ſypper;” Theſe, with many other ill- 
WE - | Rarr'd occurrences, in a few years pro- 5 
dauteed a Wx k gas; and the world no 
u before him to We e with- 
RF ö EY Out _—__ W de N En nee. 
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1 anus R hs Nobility: of che rl rank 
=. propeſe@hira's fubſcriptiow; but ir ſoon 
feͤll to the ground, as the Engliſh Nobi- : 
© HIty and Gentry were very buſy in rai- 
ſig an enormous ſum of money, by way 
fl 87 charity, for a Frinch Innkeeper at Ca- 
lais who had robb'd his credirors, ſet 
; fire 


fa 4.4 233 . 
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Gre to- his own . ain made his ef- 1 : 
"cape to England by the * of the | 40 
conflagration. e ; " 
Many of the ſubſequent cooling: are il 

in ſtations of life very remote from the i 
elegant and ſublime,” which Grandeur x 
_ delights to ftalk in; my Reader'there- 5 
fore muſt expect ſome anecdotes which i 
the poliſh'd critie may call 4— 4 low. it 
People of reading and penetration, it = 


= EIS ITT 
2 7 £& "I =—* 7 ; 
— OF 8 
en 542 < * 
* (1 P * 
1 Apr * 


is preſumed, will however reliſh them 
| the better, as it is known to thoſe who 
accuſtom themſelves to ſtudy mankind, 
that if we want to know human nature 
| Poieclys we. muſt ſee it unmaſke d. 5 


* 


MW 1 5 


— — — — — 


* 'Tmne- — of 115 e could 
not be very agreeable to him; he there- 
fore withdrew himſelf toi//Lowpow, _ 
which, paradoxical as it may appear, is at 
once the beſt place of concealment, or _ 
the beſt place for ſhewing one's ſelf; 
5 r 


* 
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the happieſt retreat for the ſtudious er 
the looſeſt market of . for t che dic. 


pate. 5 ; 


— 


* 


Taz * of 4 _ Aoi. was 
in at the time of his diſappointments, . 


was very unfavourable for . ſuggeſting 


any ſcheme likely to render his life 
caſy or comfortable. He had no trade, 


nor any proſpect of a ſingle din- 
ner after the departure of his laſt ſhil- | 


ling. A Pawn-broker in the purlieus 
of Covent · Garden often recruited his 


* 
* - 


ker 1 was See over a 3 187 humble 


5 porter in a public-houſe in Ruſſel- ſtreet, 
2 gentleman entered, a perfect ſtranger, 
Who in the event introduced me into 

a very ſtrange ſcene of life, which was 
10 — en that the-fabled _ 


12 0 Proteus 


. * HIGA AND LOW Turk. - % 


Proteus aide Poly Fines apes 


tener. 93 + oo | LIB IE J 


: 1 . 1 
Wu 8 —4 5 * Lt « hw #. 3 * — 
12 


* * 


ar. 


; He\ Was a . 1 mag, wry 
'2 bold confident addreſs, and by his 
which was perfectly, Cock. 

a exceedingly _ illiterate, 
= — 1 for many of the Players of 
both Theatres by their chriſtian names; 
ſuch. as, whether Jack. Such-a-one was 
in the houſe, or SAM Such- a- one; and 
We with an air of earneſtneſs Who 
was diſengaged from the Counts 7 n | 
punis: and i Toyn, &. 1955 


* 


e , Ix 
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7 FOUND. 1 houſe BELT A kind * 
bouſe of call for gentlemen and ladies | 
of the Sock and Buskix, and that this 


E60 


gentleman wanted to <ngage performers. 
21 OL. J. B | 7 Sg for | 


- 


a-week. wut 


9 
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for! 2 Company then in Lind. A8 1 


i had long a great deſire to ſee our ſiſter - 


kingdom, I thought this a very flatter- 


ing opportunity, thoug h my diffidenge 


in my abilities for an Actor (a pro- 
feſſion which requires ſo ge r 
_ _ me en tele 1 
* $00N got into the i graces of | 
this ſtrange gentleman, Sen 1 found as 
communicative as I could with. When 
offered my ſervices, he told me he was 
ſore I ſhould'ſucceed ;"that When a no- 
vice himſelf he went into a country 
party, and that his improvement had 
been ſa rapid, that he had offers of ten 
pounds a-· week; but that he choſe to re- 
main as he was, at the head of 1 Com- 


pany of ladies and gentlemen of the 


Fi greateſt merit,” the worſt of whom was 


worth in 05 theatre four or bas 32 | 


FI 3 I p 
<; e 1 — * * s fx 2 by « 
w = 4 3 
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His wife he ſaid was the fineſt woman 


In in Wann, as many gentlemen « of her ac⸗ 
quaintance and his could teſtify. There 
was a ſomething in his manner rather 
geenteel, if not commanding ; but his 
apparent ignorance confounded me, as 
| I could not reconcile a ſcientific pro- 
feſſion, in which he pretended to be emi- 
nent, . with 10 nn an illiterate 

es: 2b Heh | | 


. . 


1 , 2 5 


—— much narrative and circum- 
Jain we came to the point—an en- 
gagement. I was to be admitted a ſharer - 
in the profits of the labours of the Tom- | 
pany, and to receive the emolument 
ariſing from à benefit in each townz © 
which my neu- made friend aſſured me 
Vas a great object. He promiſed two 
„ 1 a- year would be con- 
e e 4 "Rug matter on r 1 


— 


1 


| 
| 
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only; and as to my ſharing, it would | 
der enn nn fe 
ON tha deesdseen chis Meine "ny 
nibal, I immediately joined in the 
ſcheme, and built xattios in the air of 


meeting with a ſucceſs Which would 


amply repay me for the hazard and dan- 

ger of the enterpriae.— After a few 
months probation, I ſuppoſed. my ta- 
Jents would be noticed, and the whole 


world would be intereſted in ſupporting 
any fame. I laid out in my imagina- 
tion the carriages I ſhould keep, when 


ſolicited to undertake the firſt depart- 


ment in ae Theatre, and was 


contemplating about an elegant eypher - 
for the ores of 758 2 Fr 

nas l interview with my Friend, 

he ſeemed rather embarraſſed, and talked 


Hi: with. heſication, and frequent interrup- 


0 Te” tions, 


i} 


| IN HIGH, AND LO.] FB. gg 


tions, when J was about to addreſs him, 
of © a curſed diſappointment.” His con- 


11 cluſion explained matters he wanted a 
guinea! What man in his ſenfes would 


| _ - able a ſocicty, for a ſingle guinea ? 
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give up two hundred pounds a-yeat, 
with the profits of a ſhare i in ſo 18 


I raiſed the Wee, and Ys friend al 


1 
4 
1 

= | 

: 

4 

AL 
11 
L 

1 
3: 
1. 

Fe 

— 
, 


rs a > 
= —_— 2 2 * 2 
5 - —— — — nets * by = SH 
n 2 — 1 ; fo . 
& 2 x = 5 * 


7 


© Fra. * 


- 
CE ESCORT Y —— — 9 > nn I RADARS 
; 1 z — 3 


— 


5 g Pod 
n 


— 
=) 


2 
7 
W 


— 
* 8 


4 - 


Cw 
2 


— 
= 5 Ft 


A * 
— 5 = 


— — 


ou VIEW OF SOCIETY AND MANNERS | 


ie 2 


CHAP. I. 


Manage goes io Whitehaven. Author 
gets Money from his Father, and goes to 
Dublin. feppointed by bis Primd 
| . Charatter of Mr. 
e the Prompter. En- 
e, Character of Mr. Mossor. 


T HOEVER has ctw him- 
ſelf to the flattery of rancy, 
ths like the Author often met with diſ- 
agreeable diſappointments. The Ma- 
nager at a ſubſequent interview inform- 
ed me, that in order to recruit his finan- 
ces, as well as to confirm thoſe wo 
were already liſted under his banners, 
he muſt go down to Whitehaven, 
whence he and his Cotnpany were to 
fail for Ireland, and that he would ex- 
pect my meeting him in Dublin. 


Bor 
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Bor guels, gentle reader, what was my: 
ſurprize, when upon my application to 
him for the means of going there, he 
replied. that. he had it not, but that he 
would pay me my charges upon our” 
meeting in Dublin. Charges is the 
theatrical term for the ſtipulated al - 
lowance granted. to perſons who. join 
Companies on the application from the 
Manager, and is uſually rated at a guinea 
the hundred * 


4 * 


Tuts ought. to Fave bidet a cruſh to 
| my hopes: but, like ALNASCHAR | in the 
fable, I had got too high in my dream 
of theatrical eminence to conſider 
rightly, and nothing but experience 
alone could abate the ſanguine com- 
plexion of my expectations. I rote 


to my father, and ſtated to him ſome fal- 


lacious but ſcemingly feaſible ſcheme, 
which extracted ten guineas from the 
B4 unſuſ 
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unfulpecking good: Hah!" With this ſum 
I ſet out for Dublin; where, after I had 
ſpent ſome little time in the Country- 
Parts of Ireland with my friend the 
Manager, I expected to perform my 
drumätic pupillage, and acquire that 
fame Which ſucceſs in that kingdom 
bas generally ſecured. Phe paſſage 
from Irelafd is better known to adven- 
utets than that which leads to it: hows: 
ever, contrary to cuſtom or obſer< 
vation, I ſet off in purſuit of fame and 
fortune, both. of, which, that os gt 
5 held out to me. hs . 


4 * * 7 . 
- E F ; ? 2 7 4 * . ** * 
F £443. L 
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«7 4 3 


* Ares 15 Dublin without any 
kung Ike adventure. After waiting. 
fome time in expectation of the arrival 
of my friend the Manager, F had the 
misfortune of meeting a new diſappoint- 
ment; for when 1 had come almoſt to 
my laſt ſhilling, 1 heard that without 


temembering any, thing of me, or indeed. 
regarding: 


| * Us 
* 5 
Fl ; 


4 . 3 7 { F 
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A gerdiag any thing about me, he had 
gone to a northern part of Ireland, and 
left me to ſhift for myſelf in io 
ene "_ _ A" #249 I 
Bo PA as. ol had ſer Cat: Arnd . Ie 
trical adventures, I determined not to 
5 drop anchor until I ſhould do nnn 
in Fn: __ £4385 


3 Tas 8 of 45 Theatre-Royal: 
in Dublin was as difficult of acceſs as. 
the pride of the Great Mage Ou 

ee render him. 


», S © * " 
© a Y ! P 'S N 2 4 0 * 
# 4 # Fl ba > Þ e 45 Lt 7 


H Ebb Tenens, or Pail: Was. 

His Promprer; a man whoſe: meanneſt 
and avarice kept a kind of jog trot to. 

gether.— His rapacity had made him 1 _ 

# © rich, and his riches ſharpened his ng E 1 


ger for money to an unexampled de- 

gree. —1 was recommended to his fran, 

as one who could engage me, indepen- 
VC dent 8 4 


* 
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dent of the Manager 8 knowledge, if 1 
made him a genteel preſent. I took 


the hint, and a pair of ſilk ſtockings, 5 


of eighteen ſhillings value, procured me 


the promiſe of an engagement; which 


was fulfilled, 'but by no means to my 
ſatisfaction; The Great Man, as they 
called him, was certainly for pride and 
arrogance the moſt extraordinary cha- 


"rafter the world ever produced, and 
it was my fortune to be often on the 
ſtage with him at rehearſals, and in the 


performance. The only object of this 
hero was to ſtand alone, as he phraſed it. 


If Othello was acted, he did not expect 
_ the audience came to ſee SHAKESPEARE'S 
play, but vainly ſuppoſed it was Mr. | 
Mossor Was r ſole —_ 1 their 55 
attention. . 


> ” D 9 


L . 


ths. was, however, in one line of 
\charaers undoubtedly. at the top of 
his 


mn HIGH AND LOW: LIFE. '" 
his pen His Pierre, ba Zane” 
his. Achmet, were uncommonly excel- 
lent; but when his folly, his neceſſity, 
or his ambition, induced him to at- 
tempt Comedy, he diſcovered as much 
weakneſs in the Sock, as he had mani- 
feſted dignity in the Buſkin : and as 
if ſomething like phrenzy attends the 
Drama, he preferred, at leaſt more fre- 
quently played, Comic parts; his laſt 
theatrical attempt, as I have heard, 
being Belcour, in which he was oppoſed 
by Mr. Lewis, now of Covent-garden. 
The difference of their ages gave a 
hint to the Manager of Capel- ſtreet 
Theatre, who publiſhed | in his bills 
the part of Toung Belcour by Mr. 
Lewis, . to the no ſmall, mortification 
e my Mossor. 2 nee s 
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Seaſon 5 Write 4 p Mr. Rypzn—bir 
Cbaracter. Engage with Mr. F. ORD 
his. CharaZter. Go 10 . Story 
4 Cleſt. | f 


T2 e bade en K "= 
1 framed from my theatrical pur- 
| airs were not entirely abated by a 
ſeaſon of diſappointment. I attributed 


the misfortunes of the Manager to want 


. punctuality, and what the cataſ- 


trophe proved to be, neceſſity; to want of- 
Principle. The ſeaſon cloſed, I had 
ſomething to arrange for futurity. Had 
I then returned to England, 1 might, 
| perhaps, have got into ſome buſineſs 
which Ser have prevented thoſe ad- 


ventures which my luckleſs ſtars have 
BST 0 


: * : | 1 4 jt : " 8 21 1 9 8 / . D 1 c > * 
a nM * nr 1 3 9 


fince Teen me paſs through. However, 
the ſtage· hero floated at top; it had got 
poſſeſſion of the whole of my ideas. 
There was at that time in the North of 
Ireland a Manager of the name of 
Rybkk: to him 1 applied. His cha- 
racter had pleaſed me as much on ac- 
count of his private reputation as pub- 
tic merit. What is very uncommon in 
the profeſſion, if you. demanded. of any: 
Actor who was the firſt performer in 
Ireland out of his own walk, the uſual: 
anſwer was, After Mossop in Tragedy, 
Hand before every body in Comedy, 
„ Ry DER.“ He is now, as I underſtand, 
Manager of the Theatre-Roy al- in Dub-- 
lin. But in the interval I fell in with: 
a gentleman of. the name of Form. 
who having met with ſome diſappoint- _ 


ment in the Church, had thrown by. the. 


Cafſock to put on the Sock; a whim-- 
mw CAO He was polite, if poſ- 
ſible, 


$$. 
* N 
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ſible, to a Fake, but e an- 
cere. Ne had formed a project to eſtab- 
liſh a Company of his own, and con- 


' (nS3t-dirglelf, mii „ 


© Oun meeting produced a | friendihip 
for each other, and 1 reſolved to follow 
his fortunes in his country ſcheme.” 1 
left Dublin with him, and for the firſt 
time experienced the viciſſitudes of life 
that attend, as certain as day and night, 
the profeſſion ok an itinerant Actor. 45 


- 


1 98 


- Our Wasen Was various; - but FOR 
hoſpitality of the Iriſh, their humanity, 


and uncommon ” kindneſs, cannot be 
ſpoken of in terms of ſufficient praiſe: 


Their conduct towards the - Engliſh 
ſtranger was uniform, conſiſtent, and 
noble; and this little tribute, dee 
by gratitude, is a poor but well meant 
return for the many obligations I owe | 
io that generous country. 


| 2 | | f An 
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Ax affair happened in our firſt town 
which made no little noiſe among the 
copatry. people in the vicinity of Nzw- 
nv, and which indeed alarmed many 
who valued themſelves much for their ſu- 
perior perſpicuity and knowledge. The 
matter was ſimply thus: Diſcourſing one 
evening with ſome friends relative to 
the influence of ſuperſtition on the 
minds of the vulgar, a thought oc- 
curred to me that I would put it to the 
proof by ſome means, if it was poſſible 
credulity could be ſo prevalent as my 
companions had repreſented. The good 
woman of the houſe where I todged 
had loſt her huſband at ſea; who was 
commander and part owner of the veſ- 
ſel. I planned a merry device, which 
took effect, and in the dead of the 
night not only alarmed the houſe, but 
| the. neighbourhood 3 and when they en- 
tered my room with lights, acted the 
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bar of i a man' aſtoniſhed. 'by ſuperhas 
tural appearances. wo 


Wurm 1 related this . 4 
my @rthdful alarm, and deſeribed the 
areſs, figure, and the particulars which: 
1 had gathered of the drowned huſ- 
band, the widow and all the women 
got into a corner, and, after a ſhort 
whiſper, aſked tne - zee what he Cid 2% 


Thar, I told them, ſhould be a ſecret. Ei 


till I left the kingdom; that then I was 
determined to diſcloſe the ſecret to the 
widow only. — What I. did not ſay, the 
s ragged for me. | 


4 5. NY * 4 
0 * L214 


Tx was toported che nene — 
the Captain out in a veſſel they knew: 
would not ſtand the ſea two days that 
they had inſured to aprodigious: amount, 
and meant to cheat the Under. writers 
what a ſhip's crew had been loſt to gra- 
fy their avarice - and that the Captain's 


* 


— 
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”_ 


ghoſt had appeared to the Engliſh Player, 
who, terrified by the opulence of the 


merchants, would not divulge a fingle 
word of what the ghoſt had uttered. 


Money was propoſed as a ſpecific for 
opening the mouth, and it had the com- 
mon effect. The good women queſ- 
tioned me; and to their interrogatories I 
anſwered as the Oracle of Delphos did 
in days of yore 10 exceedingly ambi- 
guous, that I might defy the moſt cun- 
pra. of the 77 wy dan an Aitor 
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Obſervations on Itinerant Actors. Re- 


marks on the Illiberality of the Vagrant 


Aft, Landin England. Goto Nampt- 
wich. Deſcription of Mr. Smit, the 
M. anager, 0 Company. Comte io Eon 
. ; i Y 


1 


HE "SA of the Profeſars of 

the Drama in general will not, I. 
hope, be attributed to me, if I here 
mention the inconvenieneies which 1. 
underwent from the various departments 


of Tragedy and Comedy to which I 


was compelled to turn myſelf, with 
what ſucceſs the Reader will judge. 
There has been but one Garrick, and 


he was a miracle. The poor Stroller, 
deſtitute of his talents, is conſtrained 
$: _— 
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to undergo kis multiplied changes; 
but under multiplied difficulties. 
Wanting. the comforts and convenien- 
cies of life, he. feels the aukwardneſs of 
his ſituation. He is conſtrained to en- 
dure no little part of the ridiculouſ- 
neſs which ariſes from the manner in 
which itinerant Actors are habited, and 
frequently from- the expeditious. mode 
in which they are obliged to ſtudy their 
parts; it being one of the uſual enquities 
made by Managers of ard candidates for 
country engagements, . ** How many 
lengths can you dach Ms night to 
1 night?” A length is forty-two lines, 
and the interval between Plays, which is 
uſually one day, is what is underſtood by 
from night to night. 
country Actor who ſtudied the part of 
IA in Othello from the Monday to the 
8 night, on which he per- 
formed 
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1 have. known a 
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formed it in what manner, the Reader 
will JOE 


as profits, however, of my new 
profeſſion by no means anſwered the 
deſcription of my friend, who re- 
commended in ſuch ſtrong terms the 

affluence of the Companies in the itine- 
rant way. The expences ſwallow up 
the profits, and, without a ſtricb atten- 
tion to the moſt rigid economy, the 
Profeſſors are often in very wretched 
circumſtances. In the kingdom of Ire- 
hand, indeed, the uncommon hoſpitality 


55 of the gentry, who are fond of thea- 


trical amufements, renders their preca- 
rious ſituation leſs irkſome and diſtreſ- 
| ung than in England, where they are- 
in general treated as if they were, what 
2 moſt unjuſt and illiberal Act of Parlia- 


ment t calls n, rogues. and vagrants. : 


* 


x Bud. 


0 SUBFER | 
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. Suxrer me, by way of digreffion, to 
remark, that a mercenary who pleads 


at the bar for hire is called an honour- 


able character, with every appellation of 


reſpect; and a gentleman who recites 
with all the powers of eloquence and 


graces of action the firſt language of 


our great authors, is branded with terms 


of the moſt Seba kind. Von 


7M Ts — and — Was 
complied with by a very complaiſant 


Parliament to gratify the reſentment of 


a Prime Miniſter, whoſe venality was 
very ſeverely ſcourged in ſeveral dra- 
matic paſquinades written by the cele- 


brated Author of Tom Jones, and acted 


ſome years ſince in Senn s-fields 
theatre. Mics 2 aj 


ER made ſome ſmall b in 


| my new profeſſion, I propoſed to try 


= 


: 
| 
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my fortune in England. I took leave 
of my Iriſh friends with the warmeſt 
ſentiments of 8 and embarked 
for my r native country. 

Wax Lond 5 England, I di- 
rected my enquiries for a Company of 
Comedians, to whom I meant to offer 
my ſervices. After a little time, I 
heard that one SmiTH had a company 
about fifty miles from Parkgate, where 
I landed. I ſet off, and in two days 
reached the town of Namptwich, a very 
{mall one indeed. The Company con- 
ſiſted of four men and three women, 
all of whom, except the Manager, were 
in a deplorable pickle, ragged and ema- 
ciated; yet ſome ſhreds of old lace were 
viſible either on the hats, breeches, or 
petticoats of theſe poor deplorable mor- 
'rals.. | 


I Arrzx 
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Arx enquiring for the Manager, I 
was conducted to a little adjacent pub- 
lic. houſe, where I found him dreſſed in 
a blue and gold-laced coat and waiſt. 
coat, a pair of red breeches, a filyer- 
laced hat, and black ſtockings. His 
company” conſiſted of ſeven. or eight 
journeymen of different occupations, 
with a kind of preſident, who, I after- 
wards found, was Overſeer of the poor. 

The Manager and Overſeer were in a hot | 
diſpute about Mir row; the latter con- 
ending that Mil ro was the author of 
the tragedy of Hamlet; and the former 

| Krenuouſly aſſerting, that Mil rox never 
wrote any thing in his life but the 
maſque of Comus, and Grar's err; in 
z * er eee * 


1 39 . 
Fa — | YT: * 


My entrance ſoon. gave the conver- 
ſation a different turn. My conductor 


introduced me (ſoon after I had taken 


* « 3 * » 5 L by F 
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my ſeat) to Mr. Sura, who, on my 
intimating a deſire to ſpeak to him, re- 
plied, We are all friends - you may 
e ſpeak aut I fear no lawyers—I owe 
n money.“ On my telling him I 
Was of the profeſſion, and that I ſhould 
like to try my abilities in his Company, 
he ſurveyed me from top to M and. 
turning himſelf round to his company, 
Blow me up (ſays he) if I have had - 
<6 a fellow with ſuch rum 700 . croſs 
my company theſe. many a day.” 


Hz: took me by che hand, and, n 
out more ceremony, welcomed me as a 
brother; told me 1 ſhould open with 
the Frvar and MexovTio in Rome 
and Juliet the ſucceeding night, and 

obſerved, 1 muſt inſtantly pay dom 


two ſhiliogs for my Tooting. This I 

_ complied with, and a gallon of beer 
Vas ordered in for. #he So of he 
company. 


- 


| 1 
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ArrEx ü it, intemperatedrink- 
ing, and country wit, my new made 
acquaintance the Manager took me to 
ſee the Play-houſe; aà horrid wreck of 
a barn, with a few bits of candle ſtuck 
in clay to light the diſmal hole. In ſhort, 
dhe poverty and apparent miſery of every 
| thing I ſaw, determined me to leave the 
pPlübKhzce and ſpeed to London. This re- 
| _ _, folution I put into immediate execution. : 
. By the time I arrived in town, the ex- 

. pences of the journey had reduced my 
5 finances to a 9 TO; condition. : 


0 H A F. I. 

1 Midit's en in Mr. Bar TH Engage with * . F Td 

bim for Goſport. Chara#ers of Mr. 

| _ — the Manager there.  Droll 

, ' =» Circumſtances of Sailors at Plays. G 
= 10 Wincheſter. Character of Mn. 
9 B —, Manager there. Leave: him” 
40 0 go to London. 185 155 


| H E School of A oer 7 

„ mortifying and irkſome, holds 1 
. forth many ſober and inſtructive leſ- 
— e 85 ſons, 5 
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þ ſons, which the levity of: A less . | 
| condition of life is proud enough to 
mut its ears to. Pleaſure and pride 

find a thouſand means to evade the cor- 6 
rective voice of Wiſdom and Truth, and 
the fancy forms a portcullis of inextri- 
cable bars to ſhut out theſe monitors. 

Whilſt I was buſied with reflections of 

.a very grave caſt, and in great diſtreſs 
What to do, my worthy friend Mr. 
Barxs of Covent-Garden Theatre fa- | 
Auted me. After the ordinary compli- 

mauents of converſation were ended, I 

informed him of my theatrical cam- 
Paigns, at which be ſeemed aſtoniſhed, 
as well he might. When I had liſtened | 
to his friendly remonſtrances on the 
Folly and abſurdity of an itinerant life, 
 Faſſured him I had no other. Lees 000k 
more advaniagraus, Bend 


e 
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Oy this, he put a letter into my hand 
rom the Manager of a decent Company 

of Comedians then at Goſport. My 
friend had a commiſſion to engage per- 
formers; and his heart being, as the ſay- 
ing is, in the right place, he did me the 
friendſhip to engage me; aſſuring me at 

the ſame time, that the Manager would 
fray my wut? on the moment of 
yy arrival 


-þ VIII to n and au 
the Inn for the Manager. + produced 
Mr. Barzs's letter; on which he ſmiled, 
and with an air of the greateſt affabi- 
:lity and - complauance handed. 1 me a 
chair. e 


From the earlieſt period of reaſon! 
had uſed myſelf to the ſtudy of phy- 
ſiognomy, and I could read through 
the Proteus - face of my new Manager, 

„ 1 that 


11 . 1 
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that he aſſumed the appearance of vir-. 
tues his heart was ſecretly at enmity 


with. Nor was I at all miſtaken in my 
conjectures. This man, though favour- 
ed by the Muſes, and intimately ac- 
quainted with ſcience, deviated by the 
meaneſt and dirtieſt paths into the 
walks of chicanery and artifice. His 
plauſibility, eloquence, and addreſs, 


cloaked all his deſigns.—I have often 
' ſeen him employ all his talents and time 


to the paltry acquiſition of five ſhillings 
by art, when the ſame means in an honeſt 
purſuit. of wealth would have oH ned : 


him ten Pounds, | 


Tun following lines of Dr. 'Youne 
are applicable to Mr. C—- $1 
I knew a man that liv'd upon a "=" | 
« And well it fed him; he was plump and 
r 
0 Living he fawn'd on every fool aids; 
And dying curs'd the friends on whom he 


Ju * 
4 
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Ir de. to ben his Company he 
kept two Stock-Books, at which thoſe 
who ſhared in his plunder of the mo- 
we Winkel... | 347-mes 


-Ovz houſe in this place was chiefly: 

_ ſupported by Jack-Tars—a whimſical. 
race of mortals. Theſe jolly Britons . 
uſed to ſing and drink flip during the 
performance of the play, and hand 1785 
occaſionally on the ſtage bowls of punch _ 

to the Actors; no unwelcome feaſt to 
the poor people, who were ſtarved by 
the rapacity of the unfeeling Manager-. 


"> A\ 


_ From: this honey tongued Genius I mi 
was reſolved to depart; ö and hearing | ” Fill 


there was a Company under the govern- 
ment of a Mr. B—— at Wincheſter, I 
promiſed myſelf a more comfortable 
ſituation, and that the money the Pub- 
TS” 3 C3. 1 „ 
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lic beſtowed on the Company would be 

more equally. ſhared. —Burt alas! to my 

great mortification, I found that his. 

gentleman, not contented with half the 

plunder, boldy ſeized tbe whole, and 

made his Company live on the credit. 
of cheir enfuing Beneſics, | 


"As Human T;EvIATHAN had: for- 
merly been a Coal-Merchant, and had 
practiſed in the NEcoctaTING way with 
great ſucceſs ; bat failing in that, he. 
had aſſumed the reins of government 
in the theatrical way, and plundered 
a parcel of poor defenceleſs, unfriended 
wretches with impunity. His conſci- 
ence carried him to extort two guineas 
on each perſon's. benefit by way of 
SADDLE (which among theatrical peo- 
ple is an additional charge upon the 
benefits). The Managers always keep or 


pretend to keep a STocx-Book, in- 
| which 
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- which they inſert all the charges that: 
they have incurred, and all the receipts- 
| of the houſes, &c. Whenever it happens- 
- (which is frequently pretended to be 
_-— the cafe) that the diſburſements (which 
they call a teck debt) exceed the receipts, 
then the poor ſharers are compelled to- 
allow this ſurplus ſum over the common? 
expences to be charged on their e- 


Tuis J refuſed to comply with; and- 
my Benefit having turned to good ac- 
count, I left Mr. B with an intent 
of going to London in Wo of a news 


„ 
3 
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vn, M-—, His — Dec 
tion of the Theatre, Meet Mr. BLA 
and Mrs, HARTLEVY. Get engaged at 
Edinburgh. Chara#er of an Extraor- 
dinary Stage-Keeper, Charafter and 
Conduct of Mr. Diccss, Givea Lady. 
my Name. N „„ 


HE quitting Mr. 8 — 8 Com- | 
| pany made a change by accident 
* 55 in my eircumſtances for the better. 
On travelling from him up ts London, 1 
found a Mr. M, who wanted ſup- 
plies for a Company in Bedfordſhire. 
This gentleman had been originally a 
Captain in the Merchants ſervice, and 
ran away with his veſſel to Portugal; and 
he was a fiddler, w which was his only the- 
| ne. atrical. 


N HIGH AND LOW LIFE... 9 
h ER 1 
; atricalpretenſion.In the capacity of Mana- 
ger, if his rapacity did not equal, his pro- 
digality exceeded that of any other Ma- 
nager; for he would ride a hundred 
miles to get a common- place Farce, and 
charge the Company with the expence of 
his journey. On one of theſe fooliſh : 
.. Journeys I fell in with him. 


| "Tax Theatre was one of the moſt re- 
markable that has been ſeen ſince 
Tuxsrpis ſung ballads in his cart. Our 
dreſſing : room, though deſtitute of tlie 
ſuperbneſs of that of a man of faſhion, 
was to the full as ſingular: for if it had 
not eſſence and pulvillio, Bergamot or 
Odour of Roſes, yet it was not deſtitute 

of the perfumes of its late inhabitants, 

who left an odour peculiar to them- 


felves behind them. In plain Engliſu, 


de dreſſing- room was a pigſtye not 
e ine 


* 


N 


— 
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 intirely freed from the ſoent of its old: 
; inhabitants. 


Tus Theowe was ſuitable to our dreſe 


fing-room, for it was but a half-cleaned- 


ſtable. The Reader will perhaps aſk, 


” how 1 could have been bettered by an 
engagement in ſuch a Company? Not 


by any connexion with Mr; Mooxe, I 
aſſure him; but in this very Theatre of. 
wretchedneſs I became acquainted with 
Mr. BLawp, acting Manager of the 
Edinburgh Company under the auſpi- 
ces of the celebrated Mr. Dicks. 


During our Company's performing at: 
- Leighton-Buzzard, Mr. Braxp and the 


lovely Mrs. HARTIEY came down, and 


by way entirely of amuſement, and to- 


divert themſelves. with the humorous. 
ſcenes. that occur in Strolling Com- 
pan es, played ſeveral nights. I took: 


occaſion to recommend . myſelf. to this. 


gentleman, 2 


* Hon AND! LOW LIFE: - e 


e and by bis means got intro 
duced to Mr. Dioczs, who, with char 


candour and humane politeneſs which 1 


ever mark the character of an ne, 


pliſhed gentleman, did not make me 
_ wait. with the ſupercilious oa. 
of ſome upſtarts, but inſtantly engaged 


me on a decent ſalary for the Theatre- 
—_ at CAL DIO 


Tarze happened to bea man in ur 
Bedfordſhire Company, in the capacity 
of Stage-keeper, of an uncommon turn 
of mind. His activity was extraordi- 
Gy Bar y, but his loquacity exceeded any 

thing 1 ever met with in the courſe of 
my experience. His memory was un 
commonly tenacious: not the leaſt trifle 
_ eſcaped him. He had the Nomenclator- 


talent in perfection; he knew the names 4 


pf all the great men's families in the 
10 ne and was bleſſed beyond mea- 
; C 6 5 yp 
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- ſure withs the talent of embelliſhing his: 
narratives with the poetical flights of 
fiction. I recommended him to Mr. 
Dios, and by means of his uncom- 
mon addreſs he got engaged for "__ 
Nog to do the TRIS of the * „ 1 * 

Ma. en never na FIR this s 
eee character, and Mr. C—— | 
being reſolved to introduce himſelf 

boldly, took his Manager by ſurprize. 

- Dreſſing himſelf neatly, his hair pow- 
dered in taſte, and mounting a blue 
= ._ roquelaure lined with ſcarlet, he waited 
on the Manager at his lodgings, who, 
5 0 eſpying our gentleman ſo dreſſed, ex- 
pected tO receive a viſit from a man of PF 
| faſhion, and: ordered the Stage-keeper 
into an anti- chamber, that he might 
dteſs to receive him dae and nnn, 
to his mn rank. $53 NH 
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oO Mr. Dios coming into tho 
room, after ſome very grave and im- 
portant congees Mr. C—— firſt- broke 
ſilence, and with great compoſure and 
intrepidity of. countenance preſented his 
introductory paſſport — a recommen- 
dation for a Stage-keeper's poſt, Mr. 
Didoxs, aſtoniſhed and confounded, for 
a minute was ſilent, and reſurveyed the 
important figure before him. Stage-keep- 
ers uſually are as greaſy and black as 
 lamp-lighters: This athletia Adonis was 
powdered, perfumed, and dreſſed la- 


mode à Paris. After ſtifling a laugh, Mr. 


Dicexs returned him his letter of re- 
commendation, and ſent him to the 
Prompter, obſerving that he never him- 
ſelf engaged the memal ſervants of the 
Tlieatre. He however Was engaged 3 
and Mrs. Lars ſoon after coming for 
a rſcaſon: to Edinburgh, through her re. 


commendation: he was removed to the 
10 Ä FE 5 n 
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Opera-Houſe x to a Poe fitu-. 
ation. | N 


We began playing at Edinburgh + 
with great eclat. Mr. Dicots was a- 
dored in his - profeſſion, and deſervedly 
eſteemed by the Actors as a moſt claſ- 
ical declaimer. The Stage under the 
direction of this gentleman was rather 
an Academy of Eloquence. His own: _ 
example illuſtrated the inſtructiohs he 


began to hold the Stage in eſteem. The 
people of Scotland are naturally inclin- 
ed to ſcience, and Mr. nn - 
the. noon 1 5 


H PUR the Plays win Authors 
eminent for their great learning and pu- 
rity of language. Ribaldry, buffoone-- 
ry, and low wit, ſo much encouraged in 
te South, che Northern Britons will 
ad ho | Not. 


5 


4 


not bear, but with a rigid ſeverity re- 
probate and explode them. On the 


contrary, no people on earth can applaud. 


with a more generous warmth a ſenti- 
ment well-penned expreſſive of moral 


or patriotic ardor: in ſhort, they are 


real critics, and know perfectiy welk. 
_ - what the Stage ſhould be. 


DuwinG my reſidence in Edinburghs. 


it was my ill luck to caſt a favourite- 
eye on one of the principal Actreſſes, 
who proved not altogether ſo very full 
of graces, virtues, and angelic qualities, 
as my enraptured fancy at firſt had 

formed. The Lady glittered indeed 
and ſhone, but with falſe light and 


| borrowed colours. After a reaſonable 
time ſhe ſurrendered at diſcretion, and 


by a very common theatrical metamor- 
Phoſis was changed from. Miſs. Hevypon | 
10 Mrs. Park. 


Truza- _ 


A 
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THEATRICAL marriages are ſomething . 'E 
like thoſe which Sylvia deſcribes in the 
Recruiting Officer, . or thoſe of Mac- 
heath in the Beggar's Opera: They: 
become man and wife in every thing 13 
« but the form, and leave that to be 


64 read at any time.“? x 
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© nx . VIII. 


Character of my void Spouſe 
Quit her. Meet a Mr. WHITELY. 
His Charafter, Join Meſſrs, Hzr- 

BERT and ROBERTSON : their Charatter.. 

© Go to London. Deſcription of a Thea» 

trical Houſe of Calli nm, N Mr. | 

Gr NTLEMAN; | 


« Fire, Water, Woman, are Man's ruin,. 6 

% Says wiſe Profeſſor VADER Brvin? 
ND i might ns poor „Seen | 

PARKER; for to my great mor- 

tification I was ſoon convinced my news. 
adopted ſpouſe was no devotee to Mt 
eleanlineſs, and by ſome other ſymp= 
toms I. had ſtrong reaſon to think her 1 
attachment to liquor was not to be con. lll 
quered. 
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ed She alſo beſtowed her glances,.. 
ogles, &c. very liberally and indiſcri- 
minately, and my doubts concerning 
her fidelity did not want ſufficient fuel 
to keep them alive. She had alſo run 
me in debt without my knowledge. 


| Aland at the Hoa of my 
Duns viſits, I reſolved to leave my vir«- 
tuous Lady, and accordingly ſet off for 
London. I travelled as far as Man- 
cheſter, where I met with the moſt . 
opulent and reſpectable Company out of 
London under the management of Mr. 
WuITEIx, the proprietor of moſt of the 
Fheatres.in the North of England. It 
is but juſtice to this gentleman to de- 
clare what I not only heard in the Com- 
pany, but what I have ſince been repeat · 
edly informed of. This opulence was 
not raiſed from oppreſſion or ruin; nor 


; Was * * to his Performers at 
7 . 


4 
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all decreaſed by the frequent deceits 
he. had experienced: he had a. hand 
open at all times to the wants of his- 
Company in a period of bad buſineſs, 
and he was ever ready to patronize needy. 
ant and raiſe ee genius. 8 


Turs gentleman having-no ——— 
in his Company, recommended me by 
a letter co Meſſrs. Has ERT and Ro- 

BERTSON's Company at Newark upon 
Trent. From. them I received many 
civilities, as likewiſe from. Mr. and Mrs. 
WHITFIELD, now of Covent-Guedan 
Theatre. e 


5 Mx. HERBERT, who. is a plain good 
man, has, in conjunction with Mr. Ro- 
Bu TSOrH, ſucceeded in the manage- - | 
ment to Mr. Gzorct ALPXANDER: 
Stevens. His forte in the theatre is 
low comic. humour, which he has very.” 
Tucceſs- 


* 
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fucceſsfully cultivated, His Juſtice 
Woodcock was as good a trait of that 
amorous dotard, as any that has been 
- Exhibited: ſince the wy of. Nev 1 
nn | 


" Mr. RogkRTSOx was as much diſtin- 
guithed for his learning and genius, as 
Mr. HensERT for his humour.“ He 
has been a ſucceſsful cultivator of the 
Muſes, and ee 2 number af: fu- 
Bae A 7755 


_ 


1 | "Tax: Managers. = IN Theatre hs 
_ = haved' to me with great cordiality and 
good.: nature: but not finding myſelf ſo | 
i independently ſituated as I wiſhed, I 
removed to London, and waited for an 
engagement at thoſe well-known Thea- 
| trical Houſes of Call about the Garden, 
; che nee, of poor [tinerants 
| h. 
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who Wait in town for Country Mana- 
1 gers. 


Tuxsk forms may afford e room 
for contemplation, but very little for 
mirth. In theſe houſes, uſed by Actors 

of all ranks, you may ſee a well-dreſſed 


gentleman of the Theatre-Royal in ear- 


neſt converſation with a Country Player 
without a ſhirt, The converſation is a2 
ſtrange medley, and, to a ſtranger" to 
theatrical life, would be as unintelli- 
gible as if they ſpoke the Perſian lan- 
guage. That poor devil who can call 
for a Welch rabbit and a pot of porter 
is in an enviable ſtate, —Such is the ge- 
| nee! view of things 
Bur ſhould any of theſe ike. | 
Jooking mortals be favoured by For- 
oF tune with a good Benefit, betrayed Oy 
a their folly and ae, there you may 


1 
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ſee them fled from their C ompany in a 
tarniſhed laced waiſtcoat and a gold 


button and loop, dreſſed like fiddlers, 
ſquandering their money in diffipation, 
riot, and noiſe; and that too in a houſe 


where they might periſh before the land- 


lord would truſt them with a pint of 


To ſuch houſes as theſe I often 
-yepaired, if not to find an en- 
gagement, in expectation of meeting 
with ſome acquaintance, whoſe ſplen- 


did ſhilling might alleviate the ra- 25 


* vation of mY poverty and diſtreſs. 


880 one Sein into a a let of 
this ſort in -Ruſſel-ftreet, Covent-gar- 


den, I ſaw a man of an extraordinary 
appearance in the common. room, talk- 
ing to a large congregation of ALL 


sorts on the equity, juſtice, and policy 
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of the American war. He wore a very 


«ragged furtour coat, without a wallt- 


coat: his hat, wig;&c. were all of a piece. 


In his left hand he held-a-pot of porter, 


and with his right enforced by-his ac- 
tion the weight of his argument. He 
was a perfect maſter of his ſubject,” and 
of the language. He exemplified his 
knowledge of the Engliſh Conftirutiony 
by running thro* the annals ef 
Britain, from its earlieſt period to-the 
year 1777, with the greateſt accuracy 


ment. His principles were perfectly 
.Jhig, and he adduced numerous. caſes 
in point (as the lawyers term it) to 
prove the Crown ef England was in the 


gift of the people. He took a very 


extenſive ſurvey of the political revo- 
Autions in this country, and: aſtoniſhed 
all preſent, by the greatneſs of his eapa . 


eity, and the force of his abilities. 1 


Was 


and preciſion, never heſitating one mo- 
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Was very curious to know who this per- 
ſon was. The reſult of my enquiries 
was an information, that he had been 
many years on: the Stage i in ſmall Com- 
panies, but had retired; that he was 
now an Author, and had produced ſome 
things which did him great credit, eſ- 
pecially ſome; dramatic productions 
which had, been well received by the 
Public. On my expreſſing aſtoniſu- 
ment at his garb and apparent wretch- 
edneſs, I was told that it was his whim, 
for that his circumſtances were by no 
means ſo narrow as his circumſtances 
predicted. It was eaſy to be obſerved, 
that thoſe of a ſuperior claſs who en- 
tered the common-· room to go up ſtairs, 
to a man, paid him ſome mark of re- 
ſpect. Theſe he anſwered with a nod, 
or ſome careleſs notice which indicated 
a conſciouſneſs of ſuperiority,” J made 
n advances to get into his acqualie 
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ance, but to no purpoſe; for on my. 
talking to him indifferently about the 
weather, &c. he turned his back, and 
pulling out a Bologna ſauſage and a 
cruſt of bread, eat his dinner, without 
noticing any one, obſerving the remain- 
der of the afternoon with. the moſt 
rigid Tules of taciturnity, | though he 5 
had his full- pot five times repleniſhed 
with Porter. This, 1 afterwards found 


to be the. i ingenious:! Mr. GENTLEMAN, 


Lo J . Fa : - ' F . N ; = 4 L } 
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* 2 SS 9 "IL" 32 SLE 0 


Quit London. Remarks en the Inns on 
the Road to Southampton. Agree to 
go to Jerſey. Adventure. Go. to Bath. 
Meer an old Friend. 


Farbe that my bang about 
1 theſe houſes anſwered no good 
end, I reſolved to ſet off in ſearch of 
2 "Company, and, after borrowing a 
ſmall ſum from a friend, I took the 
road to Wincheſter. The roads have 
been much improved, but the inns 
are very bad. At our breakfaſt, our 
coffee was made of dried horſe-beans; 
where we dined, we had bad victuals, 
worſe cooked, with ſuitable attendance. 
In ſhort, through the whole of this part 
of my Journey, | the inns were like 
SS © | * 
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barns; the rooms high-pitched, cold, 
and uncomfortable; the beds bad, the 
ſervants:impertinent, the landlords inſo- 
lent, and the bills extravagant. a” 

Tunis laſt part of the ks of 
inns could not well ſuit a man whoſe 
finances were not very extenſive, and 
whoſe ways and means depended ſolely 
upon meeting a Company. Unſuc- 
ceſsful at Wincheſter, I changed my 
ground, and went on to Southampton: 
and here, Reader, the ſtrangeſt project 
that could occur to a man was entered 


upon, but ended in as ſtrange a man- 
ner. | ; 


On my arrival in Southampton, | 
1 went to the coffee - houſe, where 
happening on a Captain CHZVAIIER 
9 a veſſel bound for Jerſey, with 

52 | him 
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bim 1 agreed to go a_ paſſenger: 

Why ? Yorick ſays, “ They ſettle 
this matter better in France:“ but he 
leaves us in the dark as to what mat- 
ter; and I proteſt, ſo little of plan had 
I in my determined voyage to Jerley, 
that J cannot ſee why 1 propoſed it, 
unleſs in hopes, by varying ficuations, 
to diminiſh misfortune. : 


- = 


an dre 18 always more at 
eaſe in motion than at reſt. Retired in 
ourſelves, we weigh our misfortunes 
alone; but in ſociety we view thoſe of 
others, and are eaſed by the compari- | 
ſon. © However, I {et about preparing: 


I purchaſed the neceſſaries for my voy- 
age, and entertained myſelf with a 
view of the Polygon, the ſhipp! ng, the 
filk manufactory, c. nor once gave 
q myfelf time to relle, "that 1 Was So- | 
rw cit for Br e 
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| ing to a place where 1 was Alike un- 


* 1 and unknown.“ 778 


| Azout nine o'clock I repaired to a 
little ale-houſe on the wharf, where the 
Captain appointed to meet the paſſen- 
gers: I was ſhewn into a little dark 
room, where I was ſcarcely ſeated: when 
the landlord demanded ſixpence a- head. 
« For what ?” expoſtulated I. For ſit⸗ 
ting in this room,“ replied the landlord. 
Unuſed to ſuffer exaction, and ſmart- 
ing from previous diſappointment, 
refuſed complying with his demand, 
telling him that he ought to leave to 


the generoſity of his gueſts the conſi- 


deration of a charge which exiſted only 
in imagination. My hoſt got into a 


paſſion, but in vain, 1 laughed at che 


« Puddle in a Stork w 1 him 1 
curſe or two, and departed. 7 9d 


* 
. 
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On my walk to the quay of the town, 
in expectation of the Captain, I hap- 
pened to obſerve a woman, the wretch- 
edneſs of whoſe appearance made me- 
forget my own miſery. She was ac- 
companied by two children, whoſe- 
ſqualid meagreneſs beggars deſcription.. 
J accoſted-her, and demanded the cauſe 
of ſo much apparent diſtreſs. Her tale 
was ſimple— it was affecting. She had 
been married at Jerſey to a Soldier, 
and had by him the children who ac- 
companied her. He died / ſuddenly. 
The wealth a Soldier leaves for his fa- 

mily is ſeldom much. Her huſband 
had left her in the wretched ſituation 

which accompanies ſuch. diftreſs. But. 
it was aggravated... Some of his fellow- 
ſoldiers had told, nay abſolutely aſſured 


her, that his relations in Scotland had, 
on hearing of her huſband's death, writ» 
ten for her to bring over her children, 
and chat they would lag her and, 
* them. 


: * 
147 


% 
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them. Buoyed up with expectation, 
ſhe embarked for Scotland ; but ſhe 
found there what ſhe might have known 
at home, Wretchedneſs has no 
friends; and ſhe had to return to her 
own country. She had thus far begged 


her journey, But here — hege the ocean 
dounded her proſpect — ſhe burſt into a 


food of tears! 


Fon 1 firſt time, "x alters ayſelf, | 


What am I going to jerſey for? Tel 
me, ye men of the world, was it Pru- 


dence put the queſtion ?—Tell me, 


and I thought it a duty to ſuccour diſ- 


ye men of ſenſibility, was it Humanity ? 


Ye, whoſe clay- cold boſoms never have 


felt diſtreſs, - ye who have never experi- 


enced misfortune from your. decree I 1 


appeal. I had been exerciſed in it;; 


treſs: for tho? it was really prudent to 


ahange my determination, yet it was 
n D 2 >: dictated. 


* 
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dictated by no left-handed wiſdom, by 
no ſcoundrelly ſentiment. I afked my- 
ſelf, What am] going to Jerſey for?“ 
don't know, quoth I to myſelf; but 
as I have bargained with, and given 
earneſt to the Captain, what's to be 
done? One paſſenger will do for him as 
well as another. But then the children! 
—and my finances won't ſtand that.” 
*Twas but a moment of reflection, 
which the Captain interrupted: he in- 
formed me that the woman's ſtory was 
true: upon which 1 aſked, would he 
let her take my place? To this he im- 
mediately acceded with an oath of 
readineſs, and an offer of taking 1 
children gratuitouſly. 1 do not re- 
member that I ever received more 
pleaſure than when I conſigned my 
proviſions to the poor woman, and paid 
8 he has dns the mn of * e | 
| 91 40 How 
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* How much was it?” ſays my reader. 


| Let him aſk ſomebody elſe what is the 
coſt of the paſſage from Southampton 
L | to Jerſey, It is not for indigence to be 
prodigal; and if it has been fo, it 


8 ſhould not boaſt it: whatever it was, it 
as amply compenſated my feelings. I ſet , 
i off for Bath; and here I found out, 
10 in the Company of Comedians, my 
| old friend the facetious Bos SUMMERS, 
„ _ who immediately, on my making my 
| caſe known, recruited my finances, and 
ſet me off for a Company of Come- 
dians at Taunton-Dean, in Somerſet- 
ſhire. This journey I undertook on 

| foot, though very ill qualified for a 
| pedeſtrian expedition. I lodged at the 
| Swan inn in Bridgewater. ſurveyed 
my little ſtock in the morning, and, 

6 after diſcharging my bill, 1 found. I 
5 1 D 5 was 
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was maſter of too neckcloths, t wo 
pair of ſtockings, one Dickey ®, and 
nine-pence in money. Thus equipped. r 
Went on 8 Jonny. 


\-  * Dickey---Cant for a worn-out ſhirt; 
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CHAP. $ 


Go to ＋ aunton; Deut Charade of & 
Manager and bis Wife. Engaged. 
Play Loxp TownLev. - A new. Aeg 
F to the . Character af 
.the Lady. | | 


WAS not fond of the diſpoſition f 

Tom: Cox var, who had repeatedly 
3 the globe on foot; ; I was not 
indeed very well qualiged for it, my. 
bulk preventing me from being a foot- 
paſſenger :: however, neceſſity had no laws, 
fo I made the beſt of a bad market; 
and about the ſctting of the ſun, ar- 
rived at a little alehouſe in the vicinity 


of Taunton- Dean. Here I thought it 


requiſite to enquire after the Company. 
* good Landlady was of a communi- 
NVC . catlye 


% 
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cative diſpoſition, and I got what in- 
formation I wanted. I ſurveyed my 
perſon alſo, turned my cravat, blacked 
my ſhoes with a wiſp of hay, put on a 
- pair of ſham ruffles, and entered the 
town. My firſt enquiry was, where the 
Manager lodged? I found him at an 
inn: he gladly engaged me, and told 
me, with much pomp, he would 
introduce me to his wife, Mrs. 
WW the fineſt woman in England, 
00 418 a paragon of prudence. induſ- 
« try, and virtue.” The Manager 
pulled off his ſhoes, and pointed to me 
to do the ſame, and beckoned me to fol. 
low kim up ſtairs. He walked wick 

the utmoſt caution, as if afraid to dif- 
Twrb his lady, and patting ſoftly at the 
door, aſked © if ſhe had any compaty, 
and whether he might come in?“ 
He was anſwered, „Fou may open 
"66 _ door.“ We went into the room, 
206 wa * 1 2 when 


— n————n————_—————————_————————_—— 


. 


m HIGH AND LOW rg. 8g | 


8 when—Angels and Miniſters of Grace 
il defend us !— who ſhould this Mrs. 
W—— prove. but Mou, P, 


£ 


| of Leeds, in Yorkſhire, an old caſt- | 
off of my own? Oroonoko never 
ſtood more ruefully aghaſt at the fight 

| of his Imoinda, than the Author of 

|  _ theſe Memoirs did at the fight of this 

| 

| 


Mol L FLanDEss the ſecond. It ſeems, 
however, the parties were act uated by 
different paſſions for ſhe flew, with- 
out any reſpect to the Manager's. pre- 

F . fence, and embraced me with ſuch 
| warmth, that Mr. W-—-—— aſked 

her if I was her brother? I ſtood. 

' confounded ! But the ſharpneſs of her 
reply to her huſband ſoon convinced me 

that W=——— was infamous as well 

2s mean; She only pointed to the 
| | door, and he fled with the utmoſt pre- 


| -cipitation. This woman's perfon was 
certainly to her advantage, and \ the 
3 "A : might 


might have paſſed on the town for a 


Third-Rate, had not ſome peculiarities 
in her temper rendered her totally un- 
governable. Beſides, her attachment: 
to variety was ſo very powerful, that 
the Indies could not purchaſe her con- 


ſtancy for a day. Cuckolds, ſays the 


old adage, go to Heaven. If ſo, 
ha a happy chance, and 
numerous paſſports. I found out this 
lady's. liberality extended to common 
ſoldiers, and my regard for my health 


determined me to break with her;: — an 


irreconcileable quarrel took place, and 
F dropped all F n this. 
| demon woman. 


— 


f "ADE PN | hs after my arrival in 


town I played the part of LoxD Town- 


LEY, and we had, what was not much 


known to the Company, a good houſe. 


Our buſineſs continued on in the uſual 


1 ) N track 
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track for near a fortnight, when a-revos | 


lution commenced in a manner not very 


| frequent in theatrical communities. 


I was” ſent for by the Manager to the 
principal inn, where he informed me, 
that a Lady who had juſt arrived in 
town in a chaiſe- and- four, had agreed 


to play a week or two gratuitouſly, for 
the benefit of the Company. I, who» 
had already feen Mrs. HarTLEy on the 


boards with the i itinerant Sons of Theſ- 


pis, judged her to be an Actreſs Who 


wiſhed to rid herſelf among us of ſome 
of her mauvaiſe bonte, Mr. W——— 


aſſured me I was miſtaken; that 
the Lady came attended by her maid 


and a Swiſs, who came avant Courier, 
and announced his Miſtreſs. | 0 


1 buſineſs I was "wanted ior Was. " 
10 make out a Catalogue, and not to 


animadvert 1 the ſlenderneſs of te 
Mana- 


a -* 
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ner for ſome days. Here it may not be | 


86 Vw OF SOCIETY: AND MANNERS =—@« | 
| Manager's knowledge of the world. — 


introduced to—Whem? My old ac- 
quaintance. What, another old ac- 


acquaintance and her name bear ſo 


Heroine, who is to bring about aur 


Torkſhire, and played at ſeveral Theatres 


. 


A Catalogue was made out, and I was 5 


quaintance Even ſo, But this Lady's 


much of a proportion, that I can have 
no particular eminence from this. Her 
name. here was Mrs. Cm bur 
ſhe had a claim upon as many Alias's as 
any lady who ever figured 1 in a Theatre, 
or made an article even in Bow-ſtreet 
Intelligence. We drank a glaſs or two 
of wine, adjuſted our Plays, and part- 
ed. Buſineſs went on in the uſual man- 


diſpleaſing to my Readers to have ſome 
account of the character of our new 


new revolution. In the early part of N 
her life, ſhe eloped from a School in 
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in the North under a great variety of 9 
names. By fleecing a Jew, ſhe became 
poſſeſſed of near twelve hundred pounds. = 
To give a detail of her life would be im- 
poſſible for the Author; it would require 
an attention to her character in ſo many 
ſhapes, and a communication. with her 
fo intimate to develope that character, 
as entirely. exceeds the bounds of his - 
information. Let it here ſuffice to ſay, : 
that, amidft a large crop of vices, there 
were virtues which bloſſomed to her 
buonour. Her ear was open and her | 
Z heart never ſhut to the unhappy. Her 
T 35 good nature always kept | pace with her 
A | vices, and her extravagance with her 
folly. She is very young, with a good | 
conſtitution; retains all the graces, and 
= — alt the bn f * wt by _ 


2 — * 
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cnapr. XI. 


aha, on Women. 4 Wedding-8u 


per. Diviſion of Companies. — 
ters of Sieur RA a Mr. Jonas. 
© Charatter 0 5 4 "FW PO _— 
| TOO bim. * 


1 9 F 


7 HEN a woman has once W LM 
V chro' that modeſt decency which. 
confines the Sex, ſhe is not to be re- 
ſtrained within any. boundaries... She 2 
who has llipped, may recover her foot 8 
ing; but ſhe who ventures with her 
tranſgreſſion to avow it, by aſſuming 
the name of her Paramour, will rarely. 
even endeavour at replacing hęrſelf in 
ſociety. Ready for every new face, n 
name can be a miſnomer to ber: 
% One Lover to another ſtill ſucceeds : 5 2 


6. All the Heaven ſhe hopes for 1 18 Variety. 5 


1 
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A very ſmall period elapſed. before 1 | 


matrimonial rage ſeized upon our Heros» 


ine; and.ſhe and one of our Stage-Heroes. 


decamped in a chaiſe-· and · four, to ſatisfy 
her longing to be made an honeſt wo+ 
man, Her return was announced with 
the ſame formidable formality. which. 

_ preceded her arrival; only with this di 
ference, that Mr. and Mrs. P—— 
were. now the noms de guerre : but her 
arrival had ſomething more of the grand: 
guſto than any other parts of her con. 
duct. Behold! then, in a country town, 
almoſt as poor as any in. Europe, and 
certainly one of the pooreſt in England, 
a poſt-chaiſe and four horſes decked 


with ribbons, two poſt-boys with fa- 
vours ſtuck in their caps, and a Swils 


ſervant preceding, ornamented in the 


| fame manner The bells ringing, crouds 


Sing | 


— * 
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gaping, and the whole town in an up- 5 
roar. : © ( 
— Ye ſhirtleſs Fi whereſoe'er ye e | 


ſee this ENG of the Profes- 185 
| fion | Eik | | 


= han had bun Une be ited 4 before 
1 the diſpatched a letter to the Manager, 
containing an invitation to him and the 
Company of Comedians, not excepting 
the Candle - ſnuffer. The invitation was 
| by no means unwelcome bur | confeſs 
1 thought that the beſt ſupper without 
cleanlineſs would want its principal re- 
liſh; 1 thereupon propoſed that we 
mould mutually accommodate each - 
other with whatever neceſſaries we might 
be in want of reſpectively; TT and that 
the Manager ſhould aſſiſt with ſuch part 
of the Stock as might ſerve to dreſs, us 
aut genteel y. My propoſal was agreed 
to; a general ſcouring took place, and 
we 
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a 


we ſallied n as elegantly dreſſed as 


tinſel, or ſomething equally- valuable, 


could make us. 


8 could 1 the pa 8 
of the Bride and Bridegroom but the 
elegance of the ſupper. - Our company 


was numerous; the Bride and Bride- 
groom properly placed; the company 
agreeably intermixed, a woman and man 


alternnately. Supper finiſned, Love 


and Madeira” was the word; toaſts flew 
round, and all was joy and tranſport. 


Bur, ah! the deluſion of martal bliſs !_. 
1 Exynnis, the Goddeſs of Diſcard, had 
mixed her poiſon in the cup; and in 
plain words the Bride was—drunk. She f 
pulled out a F and levelled it at 


her huſband. * Fortunately, I happened 


to be near enough to her to wreſt it | 
from her, and prevent her purpoſe from 
| making effect, which ſhe declared was to 
kill 
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kill him. Thus hindered, ſhe grew ex- 
aſperated from her diſappointment, and 


flew at him like an angry tigreſs robbed 


of her favourite whelps. She clawed, 
he tore, ſhe grinned at her Unfortu- 
nate : his noſe bled, his -cheeks were 
ſcratched and bitten; and, to add to 
her phrenzy, her father-in-law com- 
mended her ſpirit, and cenſured his ſon, 
whoſe conduct muſt have offended her. 
The mother however, who knew what 
was moſt proper treatment for the ſex, 
-propoſed to tic her hands and feet. But 
the influence of the Goddeſs had not 
reſted there; for the two Miſs P——, 
ſcized with a like rage, fell into the 


ranks as combatants, and fought as 


violently as CochRAN or Farran have 
heretofore tried their manual puiſſance. 
Nor did the combat here conclude; for 


the Manager was ſeized with a paſſion 


one 
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one would have thought his breaſt ſeatoe- 
4y conſcious of: that green eyed monſter 
Jealouſy had ſeized him; he ſwore 1 


had cauſed the fray. In vain did I en- 


deavour to convince him he was wrong: 
he told me I lied. A glaſs of wine 
was thrown at him by me as a ſuitable 
return, His wife then took her turn, | 


and a bottle flew from her hand at my 


head. A royal ſcuffle enſued. Oh! 
for the pen of FitLpine, to deſcribe 


the various ſtruggles; here a cap, and 


there a peruke—here a lady's tete and 
there were ſtrewed the ruffles, the ap- 
pendage of gentility. The tables were 
-overturned, the lights extinguiſhed, and 
all in confuſion, when our Hoſt entered 
with a Conſtable. His ſtaff and potent 
voice adjuſted the diſpute ; the Bride 


paid the bill; peace was proclaimed; * | 


and fo ended the Wedding- Supper. 8 
Tak 
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Tn buſineſs from henceforward be- 
gan to grow worſe and worſe, and that 
was needleſs; and, as if poverty were 
not a ſufficient misfortune, diſſentions N 
were daily fomenting among the women, 
and our new Heroine was announced 
the new Managereſs of another Com- 
pany. She had given ten pounds to the 
poor of the town, which ſo ingratiated 
her with the Magiſtrates, that ſhe had. 
permiſſion to build her Stage and open 
her Theatre in the County-Hall. A 
large part of our Company deſerted to 
her ſtandard, and ſhe. was ſtrengthened 
by the addition of a new Company from . 
7 Chard ; and we, determined not to be 
ourdone, got reinforced . a Company 
from Honiton. | | 


* 


* Is this little town chen chete were ne | 
leſs than four Adventuring Societies, Y 
| among whom the Sieur Rea made no 


mall 
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Tmall figure; though his rival in the 
art of dexterity, Mr. Jonas, got moſt 
money; indeed the latter was a maſter 
of his profeſſion, Mr. Rea poſſeſſing 
only the impudence of the loweſt of 
his craft, without the leaſt knowledge 
of it. Ignorance and impertinence 
will pervade like air and water through 
every . and minute . 


Ter even my power could not ſnut 
dut the frequent viſits of a young Drug- 
giſt of this town, who was reſolved, 
over his half-pint of ale, to convince 
me of his prodigious learning and ſci- 
entific abilities. Inſtead of a beef- 
ſteak, he brought with him ſcraps of 
Latin; though, little as I am maſter of 
that language, I could eaſily find he 


did not know a Verb from a Pronoun. 


— > 1 was : 
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1 was refolved to get rid, of his ac- 
quaintance, and wrote the following 


r 16G R NN 


OF all the Simples underneath the moon, 
None can exceed a Simple of this town: 
His pertneſs vomits, his corroſives ſooth, 

- His ointments bliſter, and his bliſters ſmooth : 
His wit all centers in a half-pint mug; 

His learned Latin is at beſt—a drug. 
_ Blend it together, mix it how you will, 
The nauſeous Compound will be Simple ſtill. 


- OY 8 
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Columanca LeBurer.. hne of Me. 
 Tromson. - Open at Aſhburton. Go 
- Zo Plymouth. Character of the Land- 
lord. Odd Adventure. of a low -Come- © 
| dian. 5 Epigram on the Landlord. Con- 
eke the ahn... 02 nes, 


1 AD 30 of 1 and Lee 
J turers, and, as Neceſſity is the 

Parent of Invention,” 1 reſolved to en- 
ter myſelf among the liſt of public 
DECLAIMERS, .. ORATORS,- and SAGE. 
CORRECTORS of the Engliſh Language. 
I conſulted a Gentleman in the Com- 
pany, whoſe erudition and capacity were 
a reproach to a neglectful world, which 
left him in obſcurity and wretchedneſs. 
He was an Iriſnman, of the name of 
Tnonsow, bred to the Law, and his 
EA talents 


. 
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talents 6d have reflected honour on 
any profeſſion, had not the hard hand 
of Neceſſity pulled him down, and 
blighted every opening bloſſom of ge- 

nius and virtue. He thought my ſcheme 
Practicable, and adviſed me to the choice 
of ſuch Authors in language, as 
were the moſt likely in the exemplifi- 
cation to amuſe and inſtruct. Having, 
with much labour and diligence, formed 
4 Lecture, TI fled from the Manager I 
was connected with, and fallied forth a 
Lreruag Rl Mr. Srzvexs had ſuc- 
ceeded by abuſing the mvMan HEAD; - 
why not Mr. PARKER, who propoſed 
to inform it, and if poſſible rectify it? 


Asnnux ron, the town which gave 
birth to the greateſt Lawyer in the 

world, (Mr. Dunn ino) 1 fixed on for 

my opening in, and it was crowned 

with fuccels. Had [ his talents, the 
Si BY 9 Author 2 


| 


* 2 - 
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n of theſe Memoirs might, like 
his fame, be immortal. Witch the it 
luſtrious character of a Patriot, with- 
out any paliry ambition, he adds to the 
dignity of human nature, by a per- 
fiſtive regularity of conduct that is too 
fublime to know any deviation. Nei- 
ther the mandates of tyranny, nor the 
fervile crouchings of laviſh ſeryility, 
could-ever move bim; he ſtood in the 
worſt of times, in the days of civil 
diſcord, like a rock, firm, and his baſis 
was fixed on the never-failing pillars 


of the Laws and the Conſtitution of his — 


County. 
d 


** * 


From this town, in great hopes of 


fucceſs, in which I was not diſappointed, 
I went to Plymouth, and put up at the 


principal inn. The landlord knew his 
buſineſs perfectly; his firſt and lead- 
ing grinciph, was to fleece his gueſts; 

55 E. 3 his 


x 
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his ſecondary qualifications were merely 
imitative. With all the pertneſs of a 
waiter he blended the ſelf. importance 
of the maſter, and would decant your 


wine, take the firſt glaſs, and tell you 


he had fifty pipes of the ſame ſort in 
the ce: Har — ſtare you full in the face, 
and aſk you to give him, caſh for a ten 
pound bank- -note—eye your portman- 
teau with a ſcrupulous attention, draw 
your cloth without your leave, and 


; bring i in your bill unaſked before. you 
went to bed. I was, in the language of 


Cant, up to this gentleman's gp, and, 
by the means of a third ROY I * | 


him 1 in his own coin. ; 


- A Low Comedian travelling to town, 


came to me one day, and offered me 2 
Star and Ribbon of the Order of the 


Bath for ſale, as he wanted money. 


I * his Wants and prompted 
| him 
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lan to the following ſcheme be 
landlord was ſcarcely civil to any one 
under a leſs title than an Admiral bra 
Lord. The Comedian ſpoke French 
with facility, and I adviſed him to put 
the Star and Ribbon on his clothes, 


and to wear his blue ſurtout over them, 


occaſionally ſhewing the In/ignia of the 
Order, and to glitter his Star as by way 
of accident in the landlord's eye. The 
ſcheme took-—the maſter was all atten- 
tion to his ſuppoſed Noble Gueſt. We 

enjoyed daily a very hearty laugh at his 
expence, and the Comedian left. hid K 
bill, to commemorate the honour he had 

done our very conſequential Landlord 
in putting up at his houſe, 


| Taz following lines were wrote: and 


diſtributed round the town, as a Pane. 
gyric on the landlord : 


NEAR that fam' d place where Plymouth's 
ocean rolls, 
A Landlord lives, the hoſt of many fcols; 
"4 | A Lands 


1 


A Landlord truly with a Eandlord's face, 


Fleecing the ſheep that graze about his place. 

Uncall'd for, oft behold him trim the light; 

Ah! Gueſt, beware, and ſhun this * 
fight! 


| VncalPd for too . the bill O. Landlord, lift,. 


Though Knavery's grindſtone to thy mill . 
„ 
Think on Hereafter! 2 Should thy laſt accannt. 


Like to thy bulls, with many a. 1 r 


mount, 
Stern Juſtice, then, no mercy fore would "YH 


But treat 1 as * treat . Gueſts below.. 


On RY night of my Ledure, * 


houſe was crowded with. people of the. 
Navy, from the Captains and Lieute- 
nants down to the Captain-Swabber.. 
On my reading the celebrated Addreſs. 


to the Sun from Milton's Paradi ſe 


Loft, and aſſuming an air equally ſe- 
rious to the ſubject, ſome of the honeſt 
Tars hallooed out, D—n my eyes, 
<& this fellow is a. Methodiſt,” —* Blow. 

| © him. 


' 


: an x * 
4 : 
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* him up, crys another, this is all Hebrew 
* to me. Says a third, © Is this the 
* Zum we are had upon ?Y—On my ad- 
dreſſing the Audience in conſequence 
of this interruption, they were for a 
time ſilent. I affured them my extracts 
were from Writers of undoubted repu- 
tation, ſuch as Mil rox, SHAKESPEARE, 
Yovne, &c. I was again interrupted :t— 
2a Far cry'd out, I was a d—d lyar, 
* for Bis name was Younc and fink 
<« him, he ner none of his family could 
* write.” The judicious part of the 
Audience however prevailed; and the 
Lecture was received with N = 
üble mark of en i 


'E'; © RR 


4 
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Go 1% Taviſtock. | Gbaraftr F a Land- 
. lord. Epigram.. Converſation with the 


Landlord. - Inte vie with al Brathen 


attempts. I had no occaſion to repent 


of my having viſited: Plymouth, ank 
reſolved to purſue my fortune as a Lec- 


turer. I proceeded accordingly to Ta- 
viſtock, and! : r at a noted inn 


| there. S 133 £1 I 8 34 ö 
= The wicked, when e with the more 


Ns « wicked, 
«« Seem beautiful; and not to be e the worſt 
*« Stands in ſome rank of praife ; 5 | | 


as the great SnAKESPEARE ſays. 


"Fas Landlord bad ast n che 
to rob yu with aſſumed. po- 
; liteneſs; 


Teuer. Open my Lecture. 


T E are eaſily buoyed up on the 
| Y: wings of Hope, if but the ſha- ' 
32 of, 4 promiſes to crown our 
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liteneſs ; his plunder was of the foot- 
pad kind; he made the traveller pay his 
demand, and abuſed him alſo—a blud- 
geon with your bill! I found on a 
pane” of glaſs, in his beſt room, the 
| ra lines: 55 | 


HR bad, N to worſe, ſeem dr 
The Landlord near Plym's rolling flood 
| To him a ſaint-I boaſt. 
f Guard me, ſome Angel, from the fend 3 
| 5 For, if a worſe remain behind, 


Old Nick may be my hoſt! 


* Happ -N to mention my Lecture 
tothe landlord, he burſt out into a bru- 

tiſh horſe-laugh. „What, ſays he, are 

| CLY you come ro electrify the people? Why* 8 
« here's a Parſon here, a little fellow 

« in black, doing the people over, and 

te teaching our Clargy to read.” — 

wa What, and who is EE 8 „Why, be 


* 6 8 - 66 18 


* E 
* 6 * 
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* 18 a Scotchman, and teachies pronoun 


"mn ciation ;; aye, he is an Orationer in-- 
« deed!” Theſe words were ſcarce ut- 


tered, when a Reverend Lecturer entered 
the room, and, after being informed of 
the nature of my buſineſs, very po- 


litely wiſhed me ſuceeſs, but at the ſame 


time informed me the people: were very 
ſtupid in that part of the world. He 


declared, with an air of: great ſincerity, 


that he had lectured twice on the Sublime. 
of Loncinus,. and, notwithſtanding he 
had cloſely imitated Mr. Buzxxe, his- 
audience conſiſted only of: two weavers- 
and a tallow-chandler. He aſked me 
for aSyllabus of my Lecture. I'ſhewed: 


him my Bill. He ſmiled and replied; 


This a Syllabus ! pſhaw!—PII give- 


you my No, no; E had forgot 


« plagiary, thefts, and purloinings on: 
the works of genius !—Plunderers. 
live — the authors ſtarve.“ Who. 
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ever ſtole a line from you, Sir, I re- 
« plied ? Who could be ſo mean as to 
«© rob you of that by which the Au- 
_ * thor has ſtarved; and been brought 
into general contempt?”——1 opened 
my School for Eloquence in oppoſition 


to the Reverend Lecturer, and Wel 
_—_ pr | 
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Cot 4 2Þ XIV. 


Go to Liſkeard. * T4 7 a 7 in. Mine on he 

Road: Deſcription. _ + Charatter of a _ 
| Landlord. Epigram. Converſation of | 

2 Curate relative to my Lecture. . | 
withiel, Character , tbe Landlord. E 
Perform my "Lefture. V. erſes on the 

_ "Landlord. „ 


DID not wait to have any conteſt with 

1 the Reverend Lecturer, but ſet off 
for Liſkeard, a ſmall town in Cornwall. 
On my journey, about four miles from 
Taviſtock, I ſaw a Tin- mine, one of 
the largeſt in that country. Prompted 
by a deſire to look into this ſubterranean 
cavern, I applied to ſome of the mi- 
ners, who very chearfully, and with 
5 r ae, let me down the dreadful 


Pit; . | 


* | * 
: p - * 1 & . . 
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pit; a a horrid ſcene to a ſtranger, yet, 


becoming familiar by conſtant practice, 
the inhabitants of thefe gloomy mines 


live with great chearfulneſs, and pay 
every humane attention to thoſe travel- 
lers whom curioſity invites to deſcend 


into theſe melancholy. manſions. in. 


| ſtead of aſking me How: much I would 


give them, or endeayouring to frighten | 


me, the greateſt attention was paid in 


affuring me there was no danger in the 


deſcent, and that no tricks of any kind _ 
| ſhould be played. Upon the ſiren 
of theſe promiſes, I committeck an 
wieldy body to their care, and ſoon ar- 
rived in the gloomy regions. Pluto's 


- 
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palace, lamps ſtinking, and the whole 
apparatus of drearineſs which I had 
many a time paid three ſhillings to ee 
on the Stage, was here beheld with that, 
awe which Nature can enforce when we. 


are more immediately intimate with he” 


be 
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perſons of the Drama. To repreſent 


theſe objects of terror and amazement 
would demand the pen of a Snakz- 
$PEARE,. or the pencil of a Carver or 
a LouTuERBOURG, The modern Colum. 
bus, Commodore Coors, who explored 


the wonders of the waters, and viſitec 


unknown lands, could not have re- 


ceived a greater mixture of pleaſure 


and fear than I did from the fight of 
theſe viſible, inviſible, agents, whoſe 
blunt honeſt looks beſpoke a mind at 


The horror of the place took no effect 


upon their ſpirits. or nerves; for, as. 
| _ Horatio ſays, © Cuſtom had in them 


Arrxx about an hour's ſtay, I was 
re · conveyed to the upper regions. in the 
ſame manner in which I had deſcended, 
The courteſy of this ſubterraneous 
| race 


_ eaſe and a chearfulneſs. of diſpoſition. 
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race of men was as ſurpriſing as unex- 
pected; as was indeed their healthy, 
florid. appearance. I had expected 
that I ſhould have met a barſh diſagree- 
able ſet of men, whoſe benevolence and 
health would be alike deſtroyed: by this. 
unwholſome and ſolitary profeſſion 3 
but, to the honour of the inhabitants of 
theſe ſubterraneous regions, no hi 
fing,, no: mobbing, nor no inſult was 
offered me, for not giving them money; 
as is the caſe in and about the Metro- 
polis, where the manufactories are large, 
and the people numerous: if you do- 
not comply with. their demands, you 
have a chance of being burned by the 
fire from the furnace, oil flung on your 
cloaths, and yourſelf hooted from the 


Ir is, difficult to expreſs how I was | 
Acſ̃ſſected on my arrival, as L have already © 
1 . „ | | | called. | 
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called it, in the upper regions: the 
tranſition from darkneſs to light, from 
impure, cloſe, ſubterrane an air to breathe 
that of the Heaven, for ſome time al- 


moſt diveſted me of my powers. I ex- 
pected nothing leſs than to have. pre- 


ſented my Conductor with four or e 


millings; but on my demanding what 
would ſatisfy them, the Captain of the 
mine preſented me with ſome trifling 5 
curioſities from out of the bowels of 
the earth, and told me I was very wel- 
come; and that he and his men never 
took money. from ſtrangers, but thought 
themſelves honoured, if ſtrangers con- 
deſcended to viſit. them: yet Writers 
pronounce theſe people brutiſh and ſa- 
vage, and give the country the appel - | 


lation of the * inhoſpitable coaſt of 
„ Cornwall.” | 


On e at Liſkeard, 1 put up 
| - | ; "at 


* = a 
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at the King's-Arms, kept by a man 
whoſe impudence, ruſtic eaſe, and un- 
aſked familiarity, occaſioned the follow- 5 
ing lines, as a reward for his uncom- 
mon iguorance and impudence. 3 


4 | LANDLORD of an Inn ould b be __ 
5 Good-humour'd, ſenſible, and fre. | 
How does a Hoſt himſelf expoſe, 
| When round about his houſe h he » throws | | 

7M Ae ee e Þ: UTTAR 

Take my advice, and like your ſiggg 
Partake of Majeſty divine 

I do not mean the Unicorn. 

- 1 would not have you wear a horn; "Wide 

: But be the Lion of the Town, ; 3 

| Genteelly mount, and gain the Crown. 

| But take you, blockhead, as you are, 

1 You'r re not a Om? but OT. 


bh 


| In: this pte FF did little. My Bills. #5, 
dated: the Lecture, and my audi ; 


ence conſiſted of a Welſh Curate, a 
nurſe 


2 8 x 
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nurſe and three young children, -the | 


eldeſt of which could ſcarcely read. The 
Cambrian Divine informed me, he 


brought his family to hear Mil ros 


read, and aſſured me the children had 
a great taſte for works of genius; and 


told me moreover, that MiLTon was a 


great honour to. the Cloth, and was 


the firſt Engliſh Biſhop that wrote blank 


verſe. —Fhis place left with great ſa- 
tisfaction, as both it and my inn-keeper 
were — 2 to me. e 3 


My next town was Leſtwihiel, E c 


very ſmall but hoſpitable ſpot. As 
among the Methodiſts you may meet 
with one pious man, and among Law- 


yers one honeſt man; ſo among land- 


lords you may find one ſenſible, mo- 


deſt, and affable, Luckily for myſelf, 


and for travellers in general, I found. 
one Mr, Norway, at the Sceptre: 


Crown, 


| 
2 * 
4 

5 
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Crown and Cutkion in th town, 


ho ſupported the character of an Hoſt 


in all its relations to my ſatisfaction, 
and made ample amends for the diſguſt 
the ſcoundrels of other houſes had given 
me. His wife was a very ſenſible agree- 
able woman, the children were lovely, 
and the landlord bhimſelf much of a 
gentleman. The fervants were civil 
and obedient, and the ſame order and 
regularity were obſerved as in the family 
of a nobleman. His houſe was always 
the picture of cleanlineſs and induſtry, 


and his board was genial. He kind- 


ly introduced me to the knows 
ledge of the principal Gentlemen of the 
Corporation, and I delivered my Lec- 
ture twice to very polite audiences. As 


a ſmall teſtimony of my grated, 1 3 


wrate the following lines: 


OFT has the Muſe,on Satire's gloomy with, | 
Flapp'd *gainſt the window of _y breaſt to 


. fin 3 
5 Full 
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- Full many a Landlord heard the fatal firoke, 
And trembled at the Raven's fatire's croak. 
: Chan g'd is the note — no more the * is | 
. laid, 7 & * 5 
But Heavy a 1 crowns the head; | 
Pleas d is the Bard when merit e, the 
i wreath, | | 1 | 
And all his ſtrains with friendlbip's $ accents 
nah. { Cagnhaneds | N 
| Sweet as the note of Philomel i in grove, f 
The Muſe, good-natur'd, ſings the lays of love. 
Weſt of fair Albion's Iſle a village lands,, _ 
 L8sTwiTH1zL call'd around the neighb * | 
KY lands | 
'A Landlord there, us Phanix of gs = 
Truth, virtue, worth, and charity imbibe: 
Nor judge me impious, reader, if I ew 
Of Heav'n above an emblem here below. 
Liſe's but a journey on a loneſome. road, 
Where ſorrows, cares, and miſeries are ſtrew n 
High Heav'n the 3 inn, where mortal woes fur- . 
| ceaſe, SIS 0 5 7 5 1 . 
And all is love, is amity, and vane 9855 
The gueſt fatigu'd when to this inn he 3 | 
The houſe ſurveys with pleaſure and ſurprize. 
Small tho' the place, commodious ev'ry part, 
* er 77 room, and pleas di is ev'ry heart; 
g _ 
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Gay each domeſtic, read) y at command, 
And the Hoſt welcomes with a 6ounteous hand. 
Ring but the bell, and give this Hoſt a call, 


— (Friendly to moſt, and affable to all) 


He comes, ſits down, chats free, ſends round 
| the glaſs, 


And mounts above the common Landlords! clak ; 

A winter fly moſt ſingularly ſeen, 

A Gentleman among the Landlord train: 

Bold, tho? not preſſing; tho? reſpectful, free; 

The Gentleman in every act you'll ſee. 

This but a leaf, O trav'ller, of the wreath, 

Nor can the Muſe or you his worth conceive. 

Freedom lives there - yourſelf you may invite, 

See chord with chord in harmony unite; | 

A pretty partner, bleſs'd with ſenſe refin'd, 

hat laſting beauty beauty of the mind ! 

A prattling race, in whoſe fair face we ſee 
Paternal ſenſe—maternal modeſty. 


Now, Muſe, no more; conclude with one re- 
mark, 


' Fen like the Dove-found olive of the ark. 
If thou'rt a'trav'ller, reader of this lay, 
And to this houſe of pou would T WE your 
way, 
The Sceptre Crown and Cuſhion is the ſign, 
Emblem of him within, and worth divine: 


The 


——ͤ— ——2— ä—ä CCI 
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Full many a Landlord heard the fatal firoke, 
And trembled at the Raven's fatire's croak. - 
: Chan g'd is the note—no more the —_ is 
a 8 15 A 
But Heay? a * crowns the . 
Pleas'd is the Bard when merit e the 
en | 
And all his ſtrains 1 with friendlhip's 5 accents 
, ES | 2 
Sweet as the note of Philomel i in grove, a 
The Muſe, good- natur'd, ſings the lays of love. 
Weſt of fair Albion's Iſle a village ſtands, 
 L8sTW1THIEL call'd around the . 
eee ee 
A Landlord there, ws Phamix of 45 tribe, 
Truth, virtue, worth, and charity imbibe: 
Nor judge me impious, reader, if I ew 
Of Heav'n above an emblem here below. 
Liſe's but a journey on a loneſome. road, 
| Where ſorrows, cares, and miſeries are ſtrew d; 
High Heav'n the 1 inn, where mortal woes fur- 
| „6% 910 rg IIS 9 
And all is love, is ny, W peace - Pe 
The gueſt fatigu'd when to this inn he hies, 
The houſe ſurveys with pleaſure and ſurprize. 
Small tho? the place, commodious ev'ry part, 
* ev'ry room, and pleas'd i is ev ry heartz 
. | „ Gay 


* 
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Gay each domeſtic, ready at command, 
And the Hoſt welcomes with a bounteous hand. 
Ring but the bell, and give this Hoſt a call, 


1 (Friendly to moſt, and affable to all) 


He comes, fits down, chats free, ſends round 
| the glaſs, 


And mounts above the common Landlords clak ; 
A winter fly moſt ſingularly ſeen, 

A Gentleman among the Landlord train: 
Bold, tho? not prefling; tho? reſpectful, free; 
The Gentleman in every act you'll ſee. 

This but a leaf, O trav'ller, of the wreath, 
Nor can the Muſe or you his worth conceive. 
Freedom lives there—yourſelf you may invite, 
See chord with chord in harmony unite ; | 
A pretty partner, bleſs'd with ſenſe refin'd, 
That laſting beauty— beauty of the mind ! 

A prattling race, in whoſe fair face we ſee 
Paternal ſenſe—maternal modeſty. 


Now, Muſe, no more; conclude with one re- 
mark, | 


E'en like the Dove-found olive of the a * 

If thou'rt a trav'ller, reader of this lay, 

And to this houſe of 28 would * Tu. 
way, - 

The Sceptre Crown and Cuſhion is the ſign, 

Emblem of him within, and worth divine: 


The 


1 
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— l [ 

a n 2. 8 Foe vo 
pe 


& 
4 


vo VIEW OF SOCIETY AND MANNERS | 


The Sceptre wales, and all muſt abuts pay-; ; 
Sd o'er each gueſt he rules with manly ay ; 
The Crown is plac'd upon the higheſt head; 


| So on this Prince of Landlords is it laid: 


The Cuſhion' s'the ſupport of foft repoſe; 
What, reſt it gi ven the happy trav'ller knows. 
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' Go to Truro. Apply to the Mayor. Con: 
verſation with him. He and his Daugh- 
ter refuſe me. Apply to the Town-Clerk. 


Get the Aſſembly-Room. Landlady over- 


charges. e ber. 


. 1 ME man who has to move through 
the various parts which my occu- 


pation conſtrained me to, will frequently 


experience the inſolence of office. From 

this place I went to Truro, and not- 
withſtanding I did not come under the 
deſcription of Sir RokERRT WarLeour's 
Act for the puniſhment of Stage-Play- 
ers, I always paid the compliment to 


the Mayor or chief Magiſtrate to obtain 
his conſent. The Mayor of the town 


and his daughter were ſo exceedingly illi: 


| terate and ignorant, that I flatter my- 
Vol. I. 2 + F -* ˙ſ 
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ſelf the converſation which paſſed be- 
tween us muſt be entertaining to my 
Readers. The Mayor kept a large 
Linen-draper's ſhop in the town. I 
preſented him with a Bill, and requeſted - 
permiſſion for the Town-hall to exhibit 
in. He in a peremptory tone refuſed me, 
and ſaid, he was determined to let no 
Mountebanks, Slight-of-hand men, or Shew- 
men of any kind into Truro whilſt he 
Was Mayor. His daughter replied, 
« You are right, father; don't let him 
% do any thing to frighten the people: 
<« for ſee here, father, here is the Devil in 
ce the Bill!” (pointing to that part of the 
Bill called Satan's addreſs. to the Sun.) 
“ And beſides (added ſhe),!. he muſt 
„ hang up a painted Devil and a ſham 
£ Sun, which in my epinign. is down- 
< right defamation:”.,/ I ,begged ſhe 
would reconſider the nature of the Bill, 
aſſuring hier! n he alluded to, Satan's 
| addreſs 


— 
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= addreſs to the Sun, was only a repetition 
= of part of that Divine Poem called 
MiLrox's Paradiſe Loft. She ſaid, © it 
&« was blaſphemation and wickedneſs, 
and that the people of the town were 
« wicked enough before I came.” Such 
amazing ſtupidity and uncommon ig- 
norance ſcarcely could be ſuppoſed to 
center in a human being, eſpecially as. 
ſhe was thirty years of age, of a plea- 
fing figure, and the child of opulence. 
I immediately left them in their ſtupid 
ignorance and laughable notions of 
ſham Suns and painted Devils, and ap- 
plied directly to-a Mr. Tonus, the 
Town-clerk,who entering into the merits 
of the thing, in an inſtant joined me in a 
hearty laugh at the Mayor's folly and 
ignorance, and very politely offered me 
the Aſſembly- Room, in which I perform- 
ed to an elegant and crouded houſe. 


F 2 
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I oxpERED my Bill the ſucceeding | 
morning, and to my utter aſtoniſhment 
found a charge of one guinea (among 
other very exorbitant ones) for the uſe 
of the Aſſembly-Room, though the 
Town-clerk had preſented me with it. 


Egotiſm I deteſt; yet in the preſent in- 
| ſtance, and to illuſtrate this anecdote, I 
muſt deſcribe ſome qualities I poſſeſs, i in 
order to account for my conqueſt over 


this. Amazonian Tygreſs in the ſhape c of 


a landlady I had to encounter. Per- 


haps no mortal on earth has a greater 


facility of ſpeec h, or can boaſt the talent | 


of common blackguardiſm, when pro- 


voked by blackguards diſguiſed in 


good apparel, in a higher degree than 
the Author of theſe Memoirs. He 1s 
vain enough to think alſo that his pene- 
tration in diſcovering a T yereſs through 
the maſk of ſmiles and affected ſoftnels, 


can be only equalled, He read this 


_ woman” 8 
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woman's countenance with a critical ſeru- 
tiny, and ſaw under the ten- fold coverings 
of diſſimulation, art, low cunning, and 
the gnawings of rapacity, the violence 
of a hurricane! How dreadful to pro- 
voke the latter! — how hard to ſatisfy 
the former! — The Bill! She ſwallowed 
my purſe with her eyes! Her lips qui- 
vered, and ſparkles of impatience and 
Joy were. viſible in every feature! Who 
could eclipſe ſuch ſplendid avarice? 
I. did - and with bated breath and whiſ= _ 
pering humility taxed her Bill of one 
pound ten ſhillings. Oh for Hoa 
then l All Billingſgate i in a blaze! She 
unmaſked, and the Fih-Woman ſtood 
confeſſed! 1 kept up, on my part, the 
character of a Cockney Waterman, and | 
beat the Lady at her own weapons— = 
took a poſt-chaiſe from another ee 
and got off in triumph. Fl 


25 Cn CHAP. 
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© H A P. XVI. 


N of Maſons. St. Ives. Meet 4 
poor Wretch. Relieve her. Go to 


_ Swanſey, where 1 delivered my Tee. 
ture. | 


O thoſe who have to vary the 
ſtages of their lives as Itinerants, 
there is hardly a more ſerviceable or 
more honourable appellation than that 


of Free-Maſon. This claſs of men, 


who are bound together by the ties of 
benevolence, generally do honour to 


humanity, by the fraternal affection and 
humane regard which they diſpenſe to 


an induſtrious or a diſtreſſed brother, 


If it were proper to reveal the myſteries. 
of Free-Maſonry, the uninſtructed muſt 

_ admire; but without any information 
but that which the leading picture of 
15 | the 


1 
7 
TEA 
* 
b 
0 
0 


* 


IN HIGH AND LOW LIFE. 127 


the profeſſion, Philanthropy, exhibits, 
it is impoſſible to knew and not to re- 
gard them. From Truro I went to 
Falmouth, where I experienced the pa- 
tronage and protection of the Brother- 
hood. 


From Falmouth I travelled through 
Helſtone, Marazion, and Penzance 
and from thence to St. Ives on foot, be- 
ing only a few miles. There I had occa- 
ſion to exerciſe my humanity, and to re- 
ceive the moſt pleaſing gratification the 
mind of man is capable of receiving. — 
the conſciouſneſs of doing a benevolent 
action. I came up with a poor woman and 
five children. The marks of a heart alive 
alone to ſorrow and deſpair were painted 
in her countenance. I aſked her © how 
<« far ſhe was going with thoſe children 


* on that road?” Her anſwer was— 


<« The ſoldiers killed him!” —* Killed 
„ whom?“ My huſband, and thoſe 
ES 2 « infants? 
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“ infants? father. We are periſhing.— 
« My huſband murdered, J have no home 
Emy children famiſhed—no cover- 
ing for my head bur the clouds ; and 
the Overſeers quarrelling about poor 
% Sam's pariſh.” She was jaded, faint, 
and ſqualid. The children hung round 
the miſerable parent, and exhibited an 


awful, a ſhocking picture of human 
wretchedneſs! I could relieve them —T 


did, and purchaſed pleaſure at thecheapeſt 
rate ] had ever bought it for money. 
The huſband had been one of thoſe 


miſtaken men who had joined a tumul- 


tuous mob in Cornwall, about the en- 
couragement of the earthen manufac- 
tory: the Military were called in, and 
this poor fellow was killed in the af- 
fx. 5 + 


F 


From St. Ives I took ippibe for 


Wales, * Was e by ſmart gales 
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in a very expeditious manner to the 
ſhores of Swanſey, a fine town; the in- 
is habitants very ſpirited and police. Con- 
s trary to my expectation, I found the 
town inhabited by a ſett of reſpectable 
and hoſpitable gentry, quite in the on, 
and exceedingly jealous of their dig- 
nity. I was lucky enough to get intro- 
duced, by the means of a. Captain 
| KELLY, tothe patronage of Sir WILLIAM 
| MansELL, Bart. who obtained leave 
for me to deliver my Lecture in an 
elegant room in the Town-Hall to a 
very ſplendid. and polite audience. 
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Go 10 ba en Meet Ws 
Company. Oppeſed by their Means by ibe 

Mayor. Am ſupported by My. Moro An: 

His Charafter. Deliver my Lecture. 
1 * Deſcription of my "NI Poem on 


is Wb Carmarthen. 
ih E who has once offended a Woman 
lf can never expect a reconciliation. 


Conoreve fays, 2 


* Hell has no rage like love to hatred turn'd, 
10 Nor Hell a fury like a woman ſcorn'd,” 


_—_ 


Tais I had the misfortune to experi- 
ence; for having gone from Swanſea to 
Carmarthen, a town of the firſt con- 

ſequence” I found to my ſurprize 


Wis company there, and accord- 
insiy 


1 


\ 
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| ingly wrote a note to the Woman (as I 


knew the fellow ſhe cohabited with hadno 
power) to know in a laconic ſtyle if it was 


to be Peace or War? She anſwered, 


«War! War! War!” and not miſling the 
leaſt opportunity fled to one of the Magif. 
trates, who had a deſign on her perſon; and 
on her giving up this point to his imhmedi- 
ate wiſhes, ſhe obtained a promiſe that I 
ſhould inſtantly be diſcharged the town, 
and not ſuffered to deliver my Lecture. 


But the Magiſtrate and Lady were both 


miſtaken, The Lecturer knew his ground, 


and was reſolved to keep it too. A coun- 
try man of mine from Sandwich in Kent 
introduced me to the acquaintance of 


ſome reſ pectable gentlemen; and when the 
Magiſtrate's Beadles came to inform 


me of his reſolution, I made a pe- 
remptory declaration, that I would ftay 


and deliver my Lecture. Parties were 
formed, and confuſion enſued. The Ma- 
F's . - nie 


'* 
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giſtrate got together his party, and my 
friends were powerful' and numerous: 
They were well acquainted with the Ma- 
giſtrate's motives, and were reſolved that 
a libidinous goat ſhould not in a point 
of ſuch a trifling concern trample on 
the liberties of the Ladies and Gentle- 
men of the town. A Mr. N. Moxcan, 

. a gentleman of the law, headed my party 
againſt a deteſtable combination called 
The Aſſociation. Theſe men reſolved, if 
poſſible, to govern in a deſpotic manner 
the whole town, and for this purpoſe 
took upon them to eject from it all who 
were inimical to their deſigns. This 
ſpirited lawyer, their ſcourge and terror 
in the caſe of F̃EEMAN and CoLLins, 
had brought them to a ſenſe of their im- 
potence and littleneſs, and was reſolved 
to ſupport me in my lawful and juſt 
profeſſion. The Magiſtrate ſwore I. ſhould 


not perform, and the Lawyer ' ſwore I 
5 : ſhould, 
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ſhould, and thatin his own houſe, aciping 1 
the oppoſite party to moleſt me. 


. Guns, piſtols, and pokers, were in che 
1 hands of my party; and the other gen- 
try, ſuch as Players, Conſtables, and 
Beadles, were arrayed with weapons to uſe 
at their pleaſure, Mr. Mozcan,:cone 
ſcious of the legality of his proceedings; 
reſolved to act firm and on the defenſive 
only. The other party had the mortiſi - 
{cation to ſee that a great number of peo- 
ple of the firſt conſequence and property 

attended my Lecture. 


My lodging in this town was a very 
curious one: I chriſtened it Noah's Ark, 
and the reader will ſee it deſcribed in a 
ſmall poem wrote on Carmarthen, Na- 

drupedes and bipedes lived all 1 in 
this filthy ſtyle. 


The man and woman, FE ſheep, dog, 


cat, cock and hen, rar, ſpider, ferret and 
dormouſe, 


The thunders mutter, and the ſkies they low'r. 
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dormouſe, lived in the utmoſt harmony 


in one naſty kitchen, as before the Fall. 


At a convivial board one evening, when 


the Dobbins went briſkly round, in com- 


pany with Mr. Mok Ax, Mr. Monk IE, 
the honeſt Man of Kent, and BuupER 


WILLIAMS, (ſo called from his keeping 
the Bumper - Tavern) I produced my 
Poem on Carmarthen, which had the 


good luck to pleaſe, and many copies 


were ſoon after diſperſed. 


ON CARMARTHEN. 


THE Iyre i is ſtrung, the Bard enraptur'd vows, 
The motley theme in laughing numbers flows, 
Deſcend, Good-humour, with reſplendent ray 
Deſcend, ye Graces, to adorn the lay ! 

And thou, O Satire, laugh o'er every line; 
When Folly lives, the taſk is chiefly, thine. 

*Midft Cambria's mountains, ſouthward in its lands, 
A town well known, a town of wonder ſtands, 


CARMARTHEN call'd, where, whimſically queer, 


The Goddeſs Nature takes her mad carrer. 
Firſt ſweep the-ſtring'on magiſterial power: 


Ch 
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| Dh! curs'd Aﬀfociation, tremble all.. 
For vengeance bellows with a legal call *! 
Ve meanly ignorant of your Country's laws, 
The effect was baneful, infamous the cauſe. 
Time wings his flight, ſtern Juſtice holds the ſcale, | 
The damages are laid n a bail; 
Bills, ſuit and coſts, nay, ev'n ee 
And all the terrors of a court are ſent: 
Back ſtrikes the deviliſh engine of the law, 
Which ſelf-recoiling on yourſelves you draw, _ 
No more, O Mule, of robe-clad rogues in power, 
Leave them to conſcience, and to FREEMAN" 5 
hour. 
In that fam'd year when o'er the firſt form'd world 
| Omnipotence his dreadful vengeance hurl'd, 
High o'er the waves, a ſea that knew no ore, 
The ark the ſecond- ſav'd creation bore ; 
Emblem of it, except that on dry land 
This ark and all its living creatures ſtand. 
In the Red- Lyon kitchen, cloſe and dark, 
The preſent Noah holds this modern ark: | 
There does he eat, drink, ileep, and ſnore all day, 
While round about him brutes ſupinely lay; 
In pairs they range around the foul-air'd place, 
Two hounds, two cats, two turkeys, and two geeſe; 


* An Action was at that time commenced againſt 
„The Aſſociation, by FREEMAN and COLLINS, who 
caſt The Aſſociation.“ 
8 | Two 


's 


w 


_ «© Ceaſe, cries the Muſe, and ceaſe with one re- 
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Two of all animals, or beaſt or fowl, | 
And Noah's wife the naſtieſt of the whole. 


mark; 
The preſent Noah of the modern ark 
c Is honeſt as the antient Patriarch *.” 
New objects ftrike the beam of ples eye: 
Oh! Reader, ſee, and feeing heave a ſigh, 
A Maid refides coquettiſh to each man + ; 


A bruiſing Broughton, and a buſkin'd clan t. 
The Tragic Queen a vile procureſs known ||; | 


A M—-r who claims her female race his own. 
Now, reader, change; no more ſhall Satire eroak, 
Nor judge ill-natur'd what is meant a joke. 


Henee, vice and foibles ! Virtue, crown the ſcene! 


- 


And gay Good-humour, with her airy mien! 
Oft went each Dozztn 5 briſkly round the board, 
The friends of Laughter join'd in one accord. 


* The Landlord of the e notwichftanding 
his filthineſs, is as honeſt a man as exiſts, 


-+ Miſs P——e, a Jilt. 


T W——, fond of knocking people down they come. 
out of a public-houſe, 


| Mrs. W——, who endeavoured by means of proſti- 


| tutin g her Actreſſes to acquire an intereſt in the towns 


where ſhe played. | 
4A * meaſure well known at CARMARTHEN.. 
| Oft 
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Oft the loud laugh has charm'd the liſtening ear, 
Where MorGan ſat, the Mayor's moſt deadly fear; 
Where, gravely good, the Man of Kent ſends round 
FREEMAN an Freedom's health on Cambria? 8 
„ 

Where worthy Moxnice, champion of the feaft; 
And Wil Lia us with a bumper crown'd the jeſt, 
To them, to all whoſe friendſhip I can boaſt, © 
Tho? diſtant now, I drink the heart-felt toaſt. 


And ſoon, Carmarthen, hall I ſee thy plains, © 


Where Liberty reſides, and Friendſhip reigns 5 
Where, tho' the ſtretch of magiſterial power 
A while may reign, the tyrant of an hour 3, 
Where tho' a ſecond Noah's ark is ſeen, » 
Add maids are jilts, and will old maids remain 
Where bufkin'd warriors mere Pol troons are 
„ it 3 
And ſilken Queens oct g0 8 5 
Yet fill a Morean and a Williams 1 800 
And STEwar®d, asa countryman moſt dear; 
And what is dearer fill than friendſhip's fmiles, 
A lady lives, who every praiſe beguiles. | 
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O . XVIII. 


Mrs. 1 s Vengeance follows me 
10 Haverfordweſt in vain. Cardigan. 


 - Landlord there. Verſes on him and Fa- 


mily. Go to Worceſter. Verſes. Suc- 
ceſsful there, f 


HAT I had already experienced 
of the iraſcibility of the fair ſex, 


| ceaſed not to perſecute me; for the viru- 


tence of that enraged cat Mrs, W—— 


went ſo far as to threaten to injure 


me by letters to the principal inhabitants 
of Haverfordweſt: but my good friends 
furniſhed me with thirteen letters of re- 
commendation to the gentlemen of the 
town, and the Lady's ſchemes were again 
defeated. I lectured there to a numerous 
and polite audience; and from thence 


went to Cardigan, and put up at the 


houſe 
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houſe of Mr. Huss AL, at the Black-Lyon. 


I performed in the Aſſembly Room. This 
landlord is a ſenſible good companion, of 
a liberal turn of mind and friendly diſpo- 
ſition, and his ſon is the exact counterpart 
of his father. The merits of this family 
induced me to write the following lines: 


THE Muſe, long ſilent on the uſual theme, 
Reſumes the lay to ſing a Landlord's fame. 
Pure as the air, he breathes good-humour round, 
Amidſt his gueſts the bon companion found. 
Should the chill northern blaſt, O traveller, roads 
Quick ſeek this manſion, find the happy door; 


There, from the rage of wind and weather free, 


Good- nature, worth, and jollity you'll ſee. 
Strong, like his liquor, is his mental part; 
Good, like his cheer, and bounteous is his heart y 
Neat, like his houſe, the hoſteſs you will find: _ 
And for the ſon, no likeneſs ſtrikes my mind; 
Young without folly, ſenſe without conceit, 
Gay tho? not 1958 eee you ſedate. 
Ire Wales, and returning to England, 
went 3 and foundthe city much 


divided 
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{vided about the Election. The ladies 
were buſy in ſubſcribing towards a ſilver 
tea-· table and ſet of China the manufacture 
of Worceſter, for the Lady of the patriotic 
Sir Warkix Lewes, the favorite candi- 
date, on account of her huſband's ſpirited 
conduct there. A very diſtinguiſhed fami- 
| ly,of the name of Swipr, related to the great 
Draw of St. Patrick's, and like him of fin- 
gular great talents, reſide in Worceſter, and 
honoured me with their patronage. The 
venerable and worthy character who is the 
head of the family, is bleſſed with a daugh- 
ter who is a great ornament to the fair-ſex, 
and fond of the Belles · Lettres. While too 
many of the fair are totally taken up with 
ornamenting their perſons, this ami- 
able Lady is aiming, and with great ſuc- 
ceſs, at arriving at the higheſt perfection a 
rational mind can attain, viz. univerſal 
knowledge of ſcience, elegance, truth, and 

virtue. I ſent a few lines to the Wor- 
ceſter 
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 ceſter Paper, under my own ſignature, 
of which the following i is a copy: 


Max, Dames of Albion, mark thi example rare 
Ve Belles who float and baſk in Faſhion's air, 
Whom Fortune's ſun-ſhine tips with golden wing, 
Who run all glittering round her magic ring; 
Behold, to Faſhion female follies yield, 

And Beauty gives to Liberty a ſhield. 

Hail, happy Land of Liberty and Love, 
Where Science blooms, and all the Graces move! 
When arms, and arts, and ſcience too ſhall fail, 
Beauty rewards, and Beauty mult prevail; 
Still does the lovely race reward the man, 

When Freedom's ſeat is built on Beauty's plan. 


- I'visiTeD the great China manufactory 
in Worceſter, and was highly pleaſed at 


the Engliſh artiſts improvement, though 
by no means a friend to the importation 


of a leaf inferior to our own herbs, 
both in point of fragrance and nutri-' 


tion. The following lines I ſent to the 
Paper: l 5 


P&sANICIOUS 
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-PzrxICiovs Tea, the cauſe of public ſtrife, 
O drug deteſted, bane of private life! 

At home, alas! what reputations fall, 

When tea is chang'd to bitterneſs and gall. 

Yet noxious drugs ſome precious nurture give : 
Thus poiſon kills, or makes the patient live. 
So here a contraſt beautiful we draw, 
And tea becomes the great ſupport of law. 
The filver table ſpread, methinks I ſee fa 
The dames from gold-tipt China fip their tea. 
From beauteous lips the ſubject ſweetly flows, 
With England's welfare every boſom glows. 

No ſcandal here deforms the heaving breaſt, 

But female patriots ſtand fair Freedom's teſt. 
No private broils nor public miſchiefs ſpring, 
Nor Envy gives to calumny her ſting ; 
But as the tea-cups o'er the table move, 

So round go friendſhip, liberty, and love. 


Tuxs: trifles obtained me ſome credit, 
and made for my Lecture, which J de- 
livered in the Town-Hall, which is the 
moſt elegant in England, and a very 
great favour to obtain. My ſucceſs was 
equal tòõ my expectations, and put ſome 
ten guineas clear into my pocket. 

1 3 HAP. 


Cc H A Þ x 


Go to Kineton, Adventure with a Cler- 
gyman, Sentiment in BUTLER's Profe- 
Manner. Verſes on Mr. H. 6 
to Stratford. -upon-Avon. Thoughts o 
SHAKESPEARE. 


CONTINUED my Lecture with 
that various ſucceſs which accom- 

panies adventurers in that line, but 
without any of thoſe traits which are 
worthy of commemoration, till I ar- 
rived at Kineton, in Warwickſhire, I. * 
made the uſual preparations for acqui- 
ring an intereſt in the town; but my 
moſt ſucceſsful recommendation was ac- 
cident. 


A FEW days after my Ad as 1 
175 pa 
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paſſed through the Church-yard, I was 


| ſurpriſed to behold a crowd of people, 
headed by a Clergyman, forcing an en- 


trance into. the church. Obſerving a 
man who ſeemed poſſeſſed of intelli- 
gence, I demanded of him the cauſe of 
this phœnomenon. He informed me that 
this Clergyman had thro? the influence 


of Lady HunTincpox obtained that 
living; but that his piety was very un- 


clerical, for he had pulled down all the 
rails and paling of the church-yard to 

put them up in his own garden. He had 
cut down all the trees, and ſold them to a 
wheelwright—abuſed the congregation 


in his ſermons, rejected particular parts 


of the Liturgy, and refuſed the Thirty- 
Nine Articles : but what was moſt par- 


ticularly obnoxious to decency, he for- 


ſook the Church when he pleaſed, that 
TRE | . he 
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he. might preach in farm- yards and 
open fields. 


"Sha 


NoTwWITHSTANDING this methodiſtical 
and enthuſiaſtic conduct, his Reverence 
had no diſreliſh for the loaves and fiſhes; 
for he had latterly departed from his 
duty in hopes of another living, but 
had met with a diſappointment. On 
his return, the Church-wardens had re- 


foſed his admiſſion to the church, which 
e on the riot 1 beheld. 1 


— 


os 


avs informed, oh went up to the 
Parſon, and, having accoſted him, be- 
gan to expoſtulate with him as to the 
indecency of ſuch a conduct in any ſet 
of men, but how much more indecent 
in one of his ſacred profeffion ! that 


it. would. be better to collect the ſenſe of © 


his pariſh, A even to pray and preach 
Vor. I. 1 n Di: Gn 1 ; in 
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in the Church-yard, than break open 
the houſe of God, and read his word 


in anger. 


YN 


Srunc with this addreſs, he told me 
to begone, for I was an impudent 
Stroller; that he would, in deſpite of 
the pariſh, break open the church, have 
the bells rung, and pray and preach 
there that morning. The mob who 
attended, him; mad with the ſame en- 
thuſiaſm, joined in abuſe and invec- 
tive, which did not however in the 
leaſt intimidate. me; for I told him, 
that degraded as I might appear to him 
and his mobbing congregation, his con- 
duct muſt be the more extraordinary, 
when a man in ſo humble a ſituation as 
mine dared to cenſure it; and the more 
unuſual, when ſuch a man as I, whoſe 
buſineſs, according to his own, deſcrip- 
tion, was travelling, had never ſeen the 
like before: and having ſaid this, I 

3 left 
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left him to chew upon or diſregard what 
I had ſaid, as he ſaw proper. 


As I returned home, I could not 
help thinking on the difference between 
true and falſe religion. The true, be- 
ing ſolid and ſubſtantial, aſſumes no 
over-ſtrained appearance of piety; for, 
having it really, it fears not any ſuppe- 
ſitions that may be made to its preju- 
dice: while the falſe, which is only its 
ſhadow, and entirely deſtitute of its 
ſubſtance, like all other ſhadows. ap- 
pears much larger than the body, of 
which they are only an over- charged 
figure; and of that, very frequently too, 
but a very confuſed reſemblance.” 


Mv diſpute with the Peron dee 
little ſervice; and his wife, having like⸗ 
wile thought fit to abuſe me, compleated 
dhe buſineſs: for, in conſequence of 
1 1 8 * „ 


— 
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her abuſe; I ſent him the following 
lines, which were handed about not 
only to my fame, but my profit; for 
my Lecture was by no means ill attended 
nor ill received. They were as follow: 


& 


hs, 0 the Reverend Mr. — 


OH! e my pen, like CHORCHILL's fa- 

£41" tire, wing | 

To 's heart one W barbad ſting, 

Which, while it laune'd and yy, the fore | 
might Kew; (9506 Bt 

And cleanſe his vices, tho' it made him feel; 

Pleas'd would the Muſe aſſume the painful taſk, 

Tear frem Hypocriſy fair Virtue's maſk; - 

Then view her labours over with delight, 

Which —— render” d pious and upright. | 

But vain that hope —Not Satfre, s beſt-nery'd 

aim 

Could ever yet a hypocrite reclaim ber 

Crimes like to his demand no common evil; 
For puniſnment then leave him to the Devil. 
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FRO Kineton: went to Strarford- 
upon-Avon, where my firſt day was 
ſpent in viewing the different places 
which had acquired celebrity from the 
birth and death of SuAK RSP ARE. The 
church which incloſed, the tomb that 
contained him, the monument erected 
to his memory, all exacted my atten- 
tion —all were contemplated by me with 
reverence, How awe-ſtruck. was I to 
ſee a ſpot of earth, ſix feet by two, 
confine that which Nature could not 
reſtrain! to think that here was in- 
cloſed that body whoſe i imagination, hav- 
ing ſcorned the common bounds of na- 
ture, had ſoared beyond it; and having, 
as Dr. Johxsox ſays, | 
% Exhauſted worlds, could then i imagine new!” 
Heavens! what a theme was here for 
inſtruction ! 


„ 8 to my Lady Vanity, 
And tell her, tho' the paint an inch thick, 
% To this complexion ſhe ſhall come at laſt.” 


G3 Reader, 
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Reader, if thou haſt vanity, fee ſuch 

proofs of the mortality of genius, and 
purge away every efferveſcence which 
fancy or ambition may excite. Such, 1 
know, was the effect of SnAKESPEARE“s 
tomb to me, and I felt my heart purged 
of its paſſions. with the tear 1 dropped 
at it. 


I apPLrED not unſucceſsfully for the 
uſe of the new Hall for the delivery of 
my Lecture, which was granted to me. 
5 This Hall is very grand and very ele- 
gant: the pictures which are placed in 
it are SHAKESPEARE and GaRRICK. My 
ſucceſs was equal to. my expectations, 
and I prepared for my departure to 
Aulceſter, 


CHAP. 


© 


> \ 
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& F > * 


XX, 


ns on the Cauſes of Di W 
ments. Aulceſter. Hinckley. Ad- 


ventures at my Inn there. Gentrofi! ty 
of a Party to me. Go to Loughbo- 
rough. Charafers. Mr. RICHARD- 


sou, Mr. Os Mr. PiLox. * 
1e e 


MONG the ſeverities that attend 
this wandering life, Winter gives: 


| ſome of the greateſt. The Country is 


diveſted of its gay appearance, and 
with it is leſs inclined to habits of 
pleaſure. The largeſt cities invite the 


wealthy to the more reſplendent ſcenes: 


of faſhionable diſport; ſo that they 
who confine their hopes to à country 
circuit at this time of the year, are fre- 

G 4 | quently: 
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quently diſappointed. In the Winter 
of 1774, and Spring of 1775, I exper.- 
enced the truth of this aſſertion, 


FLaTTERED with my ſucceſs at Strat- 
fold, I croſſed over to Aulteſter, where 
_ I performed with middling ſucceſs. 
From thence I re-croſſed the country to 
a town called Hinckley : and I. there ex- 

perienced the bitterneſs of my ſituation 
for after having, in technical language, 
| given out twice, no one perſon had the 
curioſity to enquire what I was to de- 
liver. th La 


My Hoſteſs had all thoſe | Loire 
which could enhance my diſappoint- 
ment; for beſides that he was pretty 
well able to inflame the charge brought, 
ſhe had allo the rapacity of infiſting on 
immediate payment for every exagge- 
rated article, which, in more happy 

times, 
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times, I ſhould have refuſed the Pay- 
ment of: but here, wanting the whole 
of the demand, I had not ſpirit enough 
to tax a Bill which I might have reduced 
within the amp of my finances. 


. was to be done! ? "The land- 


lady hinted that the cloaths i in my trunk 
would ſecure her what was due to her, 


and I acquieſced in the demand. I had. 


not often experienced ſuch treatment, 
and my reſentment roſe in proportion: 
J was determined if poſſible to be up 
with a woman who would not have the 


patience of trying what the fortune of 
another day might produce— who would 


not wait to ſee whether I did not re- 
ceive a remittance, hourly expected by 
me from my father both of which. 1 
had ce of her. 


I nap heard that a large company of $2 


Gentlemen met at a public ſupper at 
tt the 
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the White-Horſe: thither reſentment 
carried me, with an intention n of ſtating: 


the conduct of Mrs. H, the land- 
lady; and what was kten den only for 
reſentment againſt her, enabled me to 
Pay her, tho* no more than what was 
her juſt demand, and to > quit Hinck- : 
00 in triumph. 


1 1 of the Gentlemen who made 

the ſupper party, happening to obſerve 
me as I entered the White-Horſe, men- 
tioned to his friends, that the Lecturer 
was below, and that he might perhaps 
give an addition to the miltch of the 
evening. In conſequence of this pro- 
| poſal, a meſſage was ſent to requeſt the 
favour of my company. This was 
more than I had bargained for, but it 
already ſeemed to foreſtal what follow- 
ed. Thanks, thought I to myſelf, to 
W ene 3 this 


e 
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this happy countenance, which has pre- 
poſſeſſed the company in my favour! 


I ostyeDd the invitation, and know- 
ing that I was not aſked to promote 
gravity, but encourage mirth, I took. 
every means I could to enliven the com- 
pany by a number of merry ſtories, 
which I told with as much glee as if not 
at all diſappointed. I toaſted ſome of my 


beſt ſentiments, and on the whole foun 


I was very well reliſned by the party, 
one -of whom I heard ſaying, he had 
never met with ſo entertaining a man. 
in his life. This was my time, and 


I failed not to take advantage of 


it: 1 continued my ſtory-telling hu- 
mour, as well as. to interlard it 


with the Pawn-broking Landlady of 


| Hinckley. By the defire of the com- 
pany, I then gave ſome parts of my 


Lecture, and concluded with a few 


G 6 lines 
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lines of GansfR“sC Ode on SHAKE: 
SPEARE. | | 


- AccipenT or deſign, I cannot now 
remember which, drew me'out for a few 

minutes; but on my return, a Mr. 
Arkixs, the Gentleman who aſked' me 
in, put into my hands a ſum, the 
amount of which, in happier days, 
would have been ſcorned by me. 

Ye who baſk in the ſunſhine of feli- 
city, and enjoy the favours of Fortune 
ye who have never experienced any 
other diſappointment than the de- 
lay of a Taylor, or the diſappointment 
of a Hair-drefler—are, ye capable of 
judging. what will frequently ſmooth 
the anxiety and ſoften the ſeverity of 
diſappointment and diſtreſs? What you 
- laviſh for a ſupper will frequently pre- 
ferve from- uneaſineſs the heart of a 

1 fellow- 


— 
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fellow. creature, and enable him to run 
Wiss career Ong: | 


IT was: cncchindy bnd with me; for a 
ſum ſomething leſs than thirty ſhillings, 
which the party: felt no inconvenience 
from, ſecured me thoſe conveniencies 
which I had not been reared i in want of, 
and which I was ill calculated to live 
without. 


3 generous ſpirits ! to whom 1 was 
. indebted for that relief, if this account 
of my peregrinations ſhould come acroſs 
you, accept the tribute of my acknow- 
ledgements—the FO tribute which my 
«page can owe” 
| {Find Hinckley I croſſed over to 
Loughborough, where my ill ſucceſs as 
a Lecturer conſtrained me to join a 
Gooey: of — who performed 
: 327 under 
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under the management of a Mr, STAN- 
Ton. Nor did misfortune yet ceaſe to- 
perſecute me; my benefit as an Actor 
was a bad one; and there where I ſhould 
have expected moſt i 1 was diſ- 
3 | | 


wy ee * mine, i Mr. 
RicHarDSON, to whom I had hereto- 
fore, in the happier hours of my life, 
rendered all the good offices in my 
power; at whole ſervice. too both my 
houſe and my purſe were, when he and 
his wife were at Canterbury; had in re- 
turn, when J joined the Company as a. 
Brother Adtor, received me with the 
ſeeming hoſpitality of a friend, and the 
tenderneſs of a brother; for we were 
both united by the ties of Maſonry: 
yet while he appeared thus cordially my 
friend, he was deſtroying that good 
n which my behaviour as a man, 
| and 


/ 
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-procured me, by -propagating tales of 
my domeſtic miſconduft and misfor- 
tunes at Canterbury. | 


Yer notwithſtanding the ſeverity of de- 
ceit and diſappointment joining againft 
me, ceconomy and a ſmall draft from 

| by 
my father enabled me to weather out 
the Winter. Amidſt the ſtorms I ſut- 
fered from ingratitude, it is but juſtice 
to acknowledge the obligations I owed 


to friendſhip. Here I became acquaint- 
ed with a Mr. Keys, who to his abili- 


ties as a performer annexed: the more 
valuable one of being a good man, He: 
had ſuffered froms fome falſe reports of 
the lame perſon, and this perhaps ſerved 


to link us more ſtrongly together. He 


was poſſeſſed of thoſe general qualifi- 


cations which render. a man peculiarly: . 


uſeful in the Country, He was a plea» 
ſing 
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ſing Tragedian, as well as a very good 
Comedian; and to theſe he added like- 
wiſe the adroitneſs, agility; and dex- 
terity, which are required in a. Harle- 
quin. With this Gentleman and his 
Wife many of my hours were. paſſed 
very chearfully, But what above the 
reſt gave a reliſn to my time was the 
acquaintance and company of Mr. 
Pilox, who has ſince made ſuch a 
figure in the Farcical Drama. His con- 
verſation in private life was as impro- 
ving as on the Stage it has ſince been 
| diverting ; tho? his performance would 
4 rather have made one preſage that his 
compoſitions would have been ſolemn 
and didactic; for his performance in 
Hamlet, which was a chaſte piece of 
acting, and ſome other chatacters of 
| a graver caſt, ſeemed rather to point 
out the ſerious than the comic caſt as 
the _ of his Muſe ; and I doubt not, 
When 
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when he gives her time to produce pieces 

of that nature, that his excellence will 
not be confined within the narrow limits 
eg at Parent confine i it. 


Mr al ſucceſs here determined me to 
e a ſet of people the greater part of 
whom were not my friends, and whoſe 
enmity had been firſt attracted by the 

notice which the Town's- people had 
taken of me, and which their yn . 
alone prevented the continuance of. | 
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Diſappointments i in ; Derby, Noningham, 
Kc. Bawtry. Village- Hunters. De- 
ſcription of the 7. beatre. Performers. 
; Leave . . 


TEN EW that the forfaking 6 of this 
h Company would not better my cir- 
cumſtances; yet when I conſidered that! 
"muſt experience the ſame treachery which 
I had undergone in Loughborough, I 
could not hefitate how to determine: yet 
when I came to put my deſigns in exe- 
eution, I own I felt diſmayed. A good 
part of the dreary Winter was paſſed, 

but the months of February and March 
lay before me, and I was in a country 
of no very promiſing aſpect. I had no 


acquaintance, and "RY little money; 
| and 
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and he that has neither of theſe haatbat 
a poor proſpect as a Lecturer, or any 
thing elſe. 


I yasseD thro' Derby to Nottingham 
without at all improving my proſpect 
or my purſe, and the horrors of the one 
increaſed with the dee reaſe of the other. 
I travelled on, equally unſucceſsful, 
thro? Mansfield, Workſop, and Blyche, 

till 1 arrived at Bawtry, in eee, 5 


. Hznz I happened to meet a new ker 
of people, called Yi/lege-Hanters, Theſe 
people travelled from town to town, 
ſtaying in no town more than one night. 
They each carried the poles and can- 
vaſs which conſtituted their Theatre, 
in their hands; and the firſt barn which 
received them anſwered their purpoſe. 
I determined, for the novelty's ſake, 
0 enter into this Troop. We remained 

Fo idle 


A «4 
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idle for ſome days, until I happened to 
go into the Country with a Bill to my 
WiLLOUGHBY's, 


3 


HE I tried my ſtory- telling genius, 


and had the good luck to entertain her 


ſo much, that ſhe beſpoke the Play of 


"The Provoked Huſband, and it may 
be not unentertaining to my Readers to 
give a deſcription of our Theatre and 
performance. We played in a room of 
a houſe at the ſign of the Three Horſe- 
Shoes, which divided an ale-houſe from 
a Blackſmith's ſhop : the former of 
«theſe ſerved for the Ladies dreſſing- 
room, while the latter was uſed for 
ei ping the Gentlemen. Our curtain 
«was thoſe of a bed ſtrung upon pack- 


thread; the doors of the ale-houſe and 


forge Wee the entry of the Theatre, 
and our back ſcene conſiſted of furni- 
ture paper. 5 


Now 
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Now for our habits Ae Figured on 


in our own Dude, which, except my 
own,” had ſomething ſtrikingly peculiar 
in them; and even my own dreſs had 
ſomething which might have marked 


me as a ſtriking figure for Lord Tu- 


ley; for, beſides the plumpneſs of my 
figure, a brown coat, black waiſtcoat 
breeches and ſtockings made a very 


peculiar kind of faſhionable Gentleman. 


From the ſmallneſs of the Company, 
which conſiſted only of five Men, Lady 


Townley doubled the part of Jaobn 


Moody; and in order to be readily dreſ- 
ſed for both her parts, ſhe wore the 
boots for John Moody in the firſt ſcene 
of the Lady; and her change to the 
Servant was effected by a horſeman's 


coat being drawn over her female habit, 


and a wig and flapped hat over her head- 

dreſs.» An old man, whom, I don't know- 

. en called W Benſon, but who, 
1 
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if age or infirmities claimed the Whole 


of a chriſtian name, had a much better 
right to the: whole of the name than 
the character he played, hobbled on 
ard; and tho' boots are generally; worn 


as a part of the dreſs, and tho a Lady 
thought them not unneceſſary in the 


ſame Play, yet he not only wanted 
them; but was almoſt ſnoeleſs. A poſt- 
boy's cap, which he had made a ſhift 
to borrow, covered his own grey locks; 
and a ſhabby black coat, much out at 
elbows; made up the reſt of his habit. 
The Ladies were dreſſed ſuitable to the 
Gentlemen, only that each of them 
made a ſhift to mix ſome flour in her 
hair inſtead of powder; and that, ſmall | 
as their Preparations- were, they delayed 5 
the performance that they might be 
dreſſed. But above the reſt Mr. PRiTR- 
ARD, a man of ſeventy years of age, in 
: __  Manh, 
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1 


Manly, an elegant, eaſy, young Gen- 
tleman, attracted not only the attention 
but the laughter of the audience. He 
had only one ſhoe on, and, inſtead of 

another ſnoe, had gotten a piece of à hat 
cut by way of ſole under the other, and 
tied over the foot like the Roman Sock. 
His appearance was too ludicrous not to 
excite a laughter, which continued du- 
ring the ſtay of the audience in too pro- 
voking a manner for human muſcles to 
ſupport, a ſerious part. However, we 
were ſoon rid of them, for they quitted 

us before the end of the third act, and 


left us to ſhare the mighty N * 
thirty fillings gens us. 


* 
— ol 


n impoſſible long to ſuſtain 
ſuch a ſituation as this; for to the 
diftreſs which want of money, and want 
of e oy thing elſe, had plunged” 


1 me 
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me in, was ſuperadded the inſolence and 
ill language of my Landlord. and Land- 
lady. I might have borne the common 
ſufferances of poverty, but this laſt was. 
too much for endurance. I therefore 
packed up ſuch neceſſaries as could be 


put in my pockets, leaving the reſidue 


to pay what might remain due to my 
very ungenerous hoſteſs. Rigid Honeſty, 
what wouldſt thou have done in ſucha 
ſituation? Had I remained, I could 
not have ſatisfied their demands; and 


| Hope preſaged for me that, by my go- 


ing ſome where elſe, I might be en- 
abled to ſend then that money which 
I could never procure for them'by ny 

2 . Ago e I 


0 WaLKEDU on to Doncaſter, here 
was obliged to ſell one of my ſhirts. and 


2 neckcloth for two Killings. , From. 


thence 


* 
* 4 K* 
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* 


£ > 225 OI 


thence I walked on to tht town of Tad- 


caſter, where I ſaw a returned chaiſe, 
gave the boy ſix-pence and a pint, and 
he ſet me down at the Pyed- Bull in 
York. . „ | 
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Compam at York. Characters there. York. 
Hull. Go 10 Sea. Arrive at my Fa- 


ther's. Character of my Father. Quit 
im and my Brotber. 


E 1 is reduced to extreme ſuffer- 
ing will gladly ſnatch at any gleam 


of hope. I had heard that Mr. WiL- 
XINSON's Company was now playing at 


York: I went to the Theatre, and found 
a reception as liberal, nay more liberal 


| = than it was poſſible for a ſtranger to have 


looke 0 for. 


Taz Manager Mr. Wil kixson ſent 
daily his ſervant with Tickets for the 
Play, and the . were all polite 
and attentive to me. 


＋ Tris 


"of 


e Tas was well! You had amuſement at 
ce acheaprate; but how did you procure 


% your Grub and Bub*?” exclaim, per- 
haps, ſome of my acquaintance. Why, 


a very honeſt little Iriſhman, of the name 
of CorneLys, with that hoſpitality which 


diſtinguiſhes his country, made his houſe 


my home. Nor did he ſtop there; for he by 


private applications and public exertions 


procured me a very handſome collection, 
which afterwards enabled me to viſit my 
Father for the firſt time for many years. 


Ir cannot be neceſſary to tell the cha- 


rater of Mr. WII EKINSsON as a perfor- 
mer: Mr, CnuxchiLl has pointed him 
out as an imitator of FoorE, whoſe ex- - 
cellence was an exaggerated repreſen- 


: 
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tation of perſonal deformity: In this 


walk Mr. WILEkIxNSsON is, perhaps, at 


Preſent | the beſt copyiſt of that _ 


mimic, ; 


— - 


- 


Cant for meat £4 drink, 


H 2 Mr. 
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Mx. CorneELys1s very excellent in tow 
Comedy, for which both his perſon and 


deportment are happilyſuited. Mrs. Cox - 


NELYS is equally fortunate both in her 
tragic and comic exertions, and is beſides 
one of the beſt Breeches-figures at pre- 


ſent on the Stage; not N er even 


Mrs. Inc HBALD: | F 
on nd 


Tur London Audience has ſeen Mr. 


Woop and Mrs. HrTcacock, and has ap- 


proved them; it may be therefore unne- 
geſſary to ſay any thing of them. Mrs. 
Kine, who is a very great and deſerving 


favourite at York, from the variety of her 
performances, as well as their excellence, 
is as worthy of being tranſplanted to this 


happy ſoil, where genius is matured, fan- 


cy ripened, and exuberance correëted, as 
any of the performers I have any where 
ieen in the . 


. 


| IN HIGH AND LOW LIFE, 173 


lor kxxvxss gave an opportunity for ob- 
fervation, which I had been elſewhere 
precluded from by the hurry and en- 
gagements of bulineſs. York and its 
vicinage are well calculated for domeſtic 
| happineſs and private felicity. An 
avidity for news, which characterizes. 
places in proportion to their remoteneſs 
from the Metropolis, had made York 
as eminent for hoſpitality, as it is re- 
markable for cutioſity. To this the 
eheapneſs of the country has not a little 
contributed: and from this a chearful- 
neſs and pleaſantry diſtinguiſh this from 
moſt of the towns in England. Card- 
parties, balls, and aſſemblies, are nume- 
. rous and cheap, and are by that means, as 
one may fy, Page. to .. boch 8 
door. 


From York I went to Hull, where 
 fimilar circumſt ances have affixed a ſimi- 
H 3 5 lar 
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lar character. Here I agreed with a 
Captain for my paſſage to Kent, where 
I intended to viſit my Father, and once 
more behold the paternal manſion where 
I firſt breathed. 


5 Wu were 12 days at ſea. Though our 
voyage was only a mere coaſting one, 
yet were we not without our „ hair- 
„ breadth ſcapes. Our Captain was 
unſocial, churliſh, and rough as the ele- 
ment which he lired on. We had only 
one female paſſenger; and ſhe, with all the 
timidity of her ſex, experienced all that 
ſickneſs which the ſea produces in thoſe 
who have not been long exerciſed in its 
turbulence, and well enured to its reſt- 
leſſneſs. The poor creature had proba- 
bly ſunk on her voyage, had I not endea- 
voured in the beſt manner I could to 
chear up her ſpirits, and r her 
mind. 


aw” 


ON 
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On the ſixth day, the ſhip drove upon 
ſome ſands near Sheerneſs; and the Cap- 
| tain, who fat curſing and damning the 
Pilot in his cabin, gave us but ſmall 
hopes of our geting off ſpeedily, His: 
ideas, were confirmed in my mind from 
my own experience: I obſerved that the 
ſhip had made what the mariners term 
a cradle in the ſand; and having but 
little hope of her ſpeedy extrication, I 

hailed a ſmall fiſhing-boat, paid theo 
Captain, and arrived at Sheerneſs; 
then croſſed the Iſland to the ſign of 
the Fox-and-Gooſe, from whence I ſent 
a note to my Father's in Green- Street, 
which immediately procured me a viſit 
from my Brother, who gave me a Bro- 
ther's welcome; and with him I walked 


to my Father's, whom it rejoiced me to 
Fn find i in good health. wh T7 I 

To. ſtrong natural ee my F wha 
had annexed a wonderful ſagacity and. 


H +. a a ſhrewd- 
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a ſhrewdneſs which are ſurprifing. Tho? 
he had never been a hundred miles from 
home, yet he had as thorough a know- 
ledge of men and manners, as if he had 
undergone the viciſſitudes and ſeen the 
variety of Characters which were known 
to his Son. | | 


He 4 not want for +. yr: 
he always felt, that as I had been already 
once eſtabliſhed in life, what was given 
to me was taken from * LE and 
Siſter, TRE 


* 


| NorwrrasraxpiNG this idea, both he 
and they gave me ſome money, aud 5 
would have been glad that I had re- 
mained there; but the reſtleſſneſs of 
that ſpirit which was too proud to 
be a dependent at home, though willing 
to be dependent elſewhere, once more 
brought me into the world 1 very 


of Forums. | | 
c H A P. 


* 
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London. Barnet. Warford Diliver 

 TaBlures at Marybone, Oak ingham. 
Anec dote of Oakingham. Derivation of 
a Nick. Name.. W Succeſs there. 1820 


* W ARG of being popular, as 
\ Captain BozaviL ſays, was not 
yet cured; for tho? I had not courage 
enough to deliver my Lecture in London, 
yet ed was my itch for public perfor- 

mance that this mart of pleaſure, Lon- 
don, did not long detain me; but. in 
about a fortnight after my arrival there, 
whither I came immediately from Green- 
Street, I ſet off on new adventures, and. 


went to Barnet. 


Hex I found a Company of Mi 7 
performing with no very great ſucceſs, - 

under the management of a Mr. Ossuxx 
2 man who is Poſſeſſed of great excel- 
H 5 lercy 
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lency in. thoſe parts in the Comic line 

of the profeſſion which demand the 
touch of humour or the pencil of extra- 
vagance to heighten them. His Brazen 
was a happy reſemblance of the impu- 
dent coxcomb; his Clodio had that 
pertneſs which CiBBer ſeemed to intend 
for his Puppy, as the choleric old man 
calls him; and his Hodge was a good 
copy of the aukward Clown which BIck- 
ERSTAFF deſigned in his Love In a Village. 


HRE I played the part of Juſtice Bal: 
lance, and delivered my Lecture very ſuc- 
ceſsfully indeed: then departed to Wat- 
i" where the be followed me. 


255 


1 CANNOT help remembering and re- 
cording the brutality of a wretch of the 
name of JI, in whoſe houſe 1 
happened to lodge. The firſt night I 
came home, had I not interfered, he had 

certainly 


* 


43 * 


m. HIGH AND LOW LIFE 55 


certainly res] his wife. The de 
who is baſe enough to ſtrike, much leſs 


to beat a woman who relies on his pro- 


tection, ought not only to be expelled 


Society, but marked like Cain, to pre- f 


clude his dene ever readmitted 1 into it. 


Hax a beanie Lady gave both a 
reliſh: and relief to my entertainment by 
ſinging between the parts of it. 


F ROM this I returned to London, and 


perfacines repeatedly very ſucceſsfully 
in the environs of the Metropolis. Theſe 
ſucceſſes had given me ſome degree of re- 


putation; and Doctor ArnoLD, WhO 
was then proprietor of Marybone Gar- 


dens, applied to me repeatedly to per- 
form my Lecture at thoſe Gardens. This 


I regularly refuſed, not ſo much fromany _ 
timidity of the audience, but in fear of 
the deficiency of my Compoſition. I how- | 


=E ' H 6 6 ever 


% 


— 
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ever confented to give my Lecture "I 
_ Maſonry, which had a ſucceſs beyond 
the molt ner hopes I had framed. 


Mr migrations were various, and my 
ſucceſs tolerable, till I arrived at Oak - 
ingham in Berkſhire. This town is 
called Leuſe- toom. The origin of this 
diſgraceful epithet had birth from the 
following accident. Some young fellows, 
who had come over to amuſe themſelves 
here, had unfortunately fallen into a riot, 
for which thry were confined in the Cage 
at Oakingham. When they appeared the 
next day before the Magiſtrates, they were 
covered over with vermin. Bring bailed, 
or having ſatisfied the Juſtices, this ſtory 
was ſpread round the country; but at 
length was totally changed: for in the 
neighbouring towns they now tell you it 
is called Louſe- Tom, becauſe of their 
1 of chooſing their Mayor, which 
my 
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they ſay is in the en ſingular 
manner. n | 


* 


T HE election of the Common-Cauneil 7 
depends upon their drowſineſs, and the 
election of the Aldermen on their ſtupi- 
dity; for he that ſleeps longer than any 
man in the town is made a Common» 
Councilman; and he who is moſt ſtupid; 
among the Common-Council 1 18 elected. 
Alderman. | 


IN ae to the chown of the Mayor, 
which! is in a degree determined by ſeni- 
ority, the four ſenior Aldermen. ſuffer 
their beards to grow for three months. 
previous to the day of choice. When that 
comes, a ſquare table is, brought into- 
the market- place, a large louſe is placed 
in the middle, and the four Aldermen fix 
their beards at each corner; when whoſo⸗ 

ever the Louſe ſelects by chooſing his 


beard as his place of refuge, is choſen as _ 
. n 


14 
; [ 
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Mayor. Elis chief privilege is, as theſe. 


Story-tellers inform us, that wherever 
he ſees three ſows lie in a kennel, he may 


turn up the middle-one and lie down i in 


its place, 


\ In this dull, drowſy, ſtupid town 1 
yainly tried to excite curioſity or awake 
ſenſibility. Deſtitute of both, had Mr. 
GARRICEK attempted to play, or Mr. 
SHERIDAN-to lecture, it would not have 
attracted theſe people, who have no ideas 
of pleaſure more refined than what re- 
ſults from thoſe appetites which beaſts 
are in as high an enjoyment of as they 
are. F le 10 

Too dull to feel Satire, though ſtupid 
enough to deſerve it, they did not ec 
tract a line from me; nor a thought of 
them, while 1 croſſed the country to 


Ware in Hertfordſhire. I ſhould not 


7 1 
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have mentioned this laſt place, were it not 
to commemorate Mrs, BRowx, the Land- 
lady at the ſign of the Bull, who is in 
every department of her profeſſion a 
woman of ability, attention, and adroit- 
neſs. I generally deſcribe my Inns, 
that my book may ſerve to the traveller 
as a kind of poſt-book, which ſhall be a 
faithful companion and an accurate con- 
ductor to good entertainment; or a cau- 
tious warning againſt inhoſpitality, inci- 
vility, or exaction. 
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Go to Chelmsford: Norwich. Letter 
to Mr. Grieritu. Reaſons for not 
performing there. Go to Yarmouth. 

Perform there. Raum is Norwich. 

ANTS. i\ li OY 4 


LEFT my Reader at e Bull in 
Ware. We are now to progreſs on: 
to Hertford, the County-Town, where I 
Found a man known among the. people 
of the Theatre by the name of Ol p. 
| PencnaRD. With him was a Company 
of —Chameleons; for they might have cat 
the air—tho? not. © promiſe-cramm'd,” 
as Hamrer has it. My ſucceſs, was 
here much better than their's; and I 
croſſed over to Chelmsford, where my 
ſucceſs exceeded even what I had experi- 
enced at Hertford, or for a conſiderable 
time 


5 
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time before; and it was well for me: 
for it was ſome time before I had any 
thing but misfortune and diſappointment, 
if I except the good fortune of meeting 


a name-ſake, who was of much ſervice 


to me at * 


"34 HAD paſſed from Ipfwich to Har- 
wich, from Harwich to Woodbridge, 


from Woodbridge to Beceles, from 


Beccles to Norwich, Hving upon the : | 
fruits of my paſt attempts; for * 8 


ſent were truly unſucceſsful. 5 


* 8 I found the Company 1 
whith uſually perform there under the N 


direction of Mr. Gairrirg, to whom 
I wrote the ng letters 


- "STR, 


«© WHEN, you mY at my Hama 


0 ture, tho' I am not ot perſonally known 


N 7 « 
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4 to you, yet 1 believe you are not un- 
<& acquainted with my character. 


I xo leave to ſend this epiſtle as my 
* Courier extraordinary to ſolicit the 
<« pleaſure of your company. 1 ſhould 

not have taken ſo great a liberty, but 

that I have compliments to. deliver 
from many of your friends at Chelms- 
ford, Colcheſter, Ipſwich, and many 
< other places where have given an Ex- 
&. hibition of which a Bill is incloſed. 


« You will find by it, that I have 
© been a Citizen of the World, and 
often a moſt unfortunate one; yet I 
& am well ſatisfied with the ſituation 
* which Heaven has allotted me, as it 
has given me a philoſophic turn of 
„thought, which I prize beyond the 
« wealth of a Nabob, the eloquence of 
% Fox, or the 1 of a Jonx- 
Go so. 2 1 
8 | K Turns 
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„TERRE are ſome Ladies and Gen- 


qu ainted; | 


tlemen in your Company with whom 


I had once the honour of being ac- 


Vs, no enemies. 


5 „ SGKAI. he Fe to ſee han in 


tte 


either form: in the one che affection- 


ate, in the other the vain feelings of 


a man may be gratified 5 for every 
pain has an oppoſite pleaſure. 


Tu length of this letter has ſuf- 
ficiently tired you; in return I hope 
to be able to give you ſome Plants 


at our interview. (8 


Do not imagine, Sir, that I am in 
need of any favour 
c 8 


that I would accept any. 


3 or if I were, 
In my 
moſt 


T think that they are my 
friends: this, however, is a eireum- 
ſtance of which there is no certainty, 
as I am not vain enough to think 1 
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| 4. moſt inferior ſituations my pride has 
4 buoyed up, tho' my fortune ſunk me. 


Mr coming to Norwich was acci- 
* dental, never having ſeen it; and 
« being now in its neighbourhood, I 
determined on paying a viſit to it. 


Mr defire to fee you—I would 
« compliment—but you will miſtake 
it for flattery—nice minds ever do. 
S8 no more on that or any other 
« ſubject till I have the pleaſure. « " 
my you, 


BA deg leave to ſubſcribe 2 "my 
** Your moſt obedient Servant, 
60 GEO. En 


28 e ee 
| 40 Norwic Ss : 


1 remained at Norwich upwards of 
a week, receiving every civility from 
5 855 | ; Mr.. 
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Mr. GRIrrIrn, with whom' I had an 
immediate interview. The Company 
of Comedians was a remarkably good 
one, and met with a ſucceſs adequate 
to their merit. It has been a long time 
the nurſe of the Londen Theatres, as 
Mr. GARRICK uſed to ſend ſuch young 
Adventurers thither as were not yet qua- 


lified for me: Audience of a PRO 


Tur people of chis City are hoſes 


table in the exceſs, their market- place 


. elegant, and their n 
| proportionably hogs 


Taz Gardens at the out-ſkirts of 'the 


City are on the plan of our Vauxhall, 
are well attended, and very neatly 
fitted up. 


 Inap no 1 to the Fen 
of my Lecture at any place where the 
Comedians had arrived to ſuch an excel- 


tence 


” — 
— — 5 . 2 8 f 7 
r oc — aim - =. — _ 
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lence as almoſt. to preclude me from 


any hopes of ſucceſs ; ſo I quitted Nor- 


wich and went to Yarmouth. In this 


town. I laboured for ſome time to get a 


room, and had an Auction pf Books ro 
oppoſe me. Whether the people read or 
not is more than I know, bur I felt it a 
powerful oppoſition ; however, I made 
a ſhift to perform two or three times, 
but with no better ſucceſs than to Pro- 
cure e the mere means of living. 


af can Landlord of this houſe had a pe- 
culiarity in his manner which rather muſt 


have hurt the ANGEL * under which 


he lived, if it were not for the good 
qualities of his wife, who was one of 
the beſt I have met with. | 


I Took an opportunity of reproving 


* Mr. Manas ONE} 8 . was the ſign 
of the Angel, and he uſed to E all his receipts 
A. Dark. __ ET, 
ett; this 


IN HIGH AND LOW LIFE. - 191 


ſion which had birth on our meeting 


together on my return to Norwich 


from Varmouth, which took place im- 
3 


— 


My b "ny ee oh e 


had a number of invitations to ſeveral 
Clubs, and being incapable of attend- 
ing them all, recommended me as a 


perſon capable of ſupplying his place. 


In the courſe of the evening one of 
the company remarked, that my friend 
Masszy had not been very fortunate 
laſt night in his Song af © Moderation 
and Alteration,” I demanded « Why 
he thought ſo?” He anſwered, * From 
my looks, for that he had obſerved me 
appear remarkably grave all the time.“ 
I anſwered, © that I had Juſt returned 


from Yarmouth; where 1 had acquired 


"A 20 of aan internally at what 
| pleaſed 


RY 8 * 
Foe IE "20 og. 
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| pleaſed me moſt; that I had learned this 
from a Mr. D 
whoſe houſe I had boarded for ſome 


„an 1nn-keeper, in 


time; that whenever 1 thought myſelf 


| uncommonly merry, my Landlord's gra- 
vity was proportionally increaſed, fo 


chat at firſt I thought him offended on 

account of ſome indecency perhaps afed 
in the preſence of his wife: but when 
by exerciſe I had been conviaced of the 


purity of my converſe before her, and 


was accuſtomed to this manner of Mr. 
D——%, I was convinced of the good- 


neſs of his practice, and endeavoured to 


acquire it, as it might ſerve to mortify 
pretenders to wit, and ſometimes gall a 
too · aſpiring genius by aſſuming diſſatis- 
faction: and this was really my caſe 


. laſt night, for I had laughed at Assy 
all the time, internally, and envied E 


merit I could not reach,” 15 


3 + : : y = 
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D —— felt the hit, and declared my 
obſervation was juſt, for he never knew 
a man whoſe converſation he was more 
pleaſed with, nor from whom he had de- 
rived more ſatis faction; that his atten- 
tion was too much abſorbed to give 
way to laughing; and that he enjoyed 
moſt highly, when moſt ſilent. 


Non wich was at this time only my 
baiting-place, where I reſted on my 
road to adventures in other places 
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e 


«Go to Walſingham. Lynn. Mr Ro- 
" BERTSON'S:|Politeneſs.' | Peterborough, 
b Account e | my Audience there. 
| | Boſton. | 


= TJIEGRET and repentance are the 
IX portion of humanity ; I had often 
ſingular cauſe for them. I departed 
from Norwich for Walſingham, where 
I found Meſſrs. RozzxTsoN and HER- 
BERT's Company of Comedians, as a 
member of which I had formerly made 
more than might have ſated my wiſhes 
and gratified my deſires, had T'not co- 
veted to be what they called ſettled in 
the world, which completely ſettled me 
for life in the charicter of a Wan- 


derer. . 
Mr. 


* 
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Mr. RoptrTsoN's politeneſs purſued 
me from Walfingham to Lynn, where I 
had gone to; for he rode over and in- 
troduced me to the Mayor, and lent me 
his Theatre to perform my Exhibition 
in, My ſucceſs was equal to his at- 
tention. 9 


I went over to Peterborough, where 
I immediately wrote a letter to Dr. 
M—-—, for leave to perform in the | 
Grammar-ſchool. : 


* 


7 


Warm 1 came in the evening for 


s 


my anſwer, Dean T———— Dr. q 


. 


——, Lord F=-——, Lady F 
Lady C M—=—, Lady c. 
and ſeveral other people of faſhion 1 5 
with him. 


5 


My name being announced by a ſer- 
vant, I heard them bawl out, *Tis 
OY * the Lecturer! let's have him in, let's 


12 „ have —_ 
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% have him in! The ſervant returned, 
and informed me that his Maſter deſired 
me to walk into the parlour. The 
dread of ſo much company in private 
had a very great effect on me; how- 
ever, ſcared as J. was, 1 dae a ſhift to 


enter. 


I round them ſeated—the deſſert on 
the table. The Doctor made me that 
kind of bow which ſpeaks the feel of 
condeſcenſion in having bowed at all, 
and aſked me to fit down and take a 
glaſs of wine. He then gave me what 
I term the dead ſet with his eye, and 
aſked me © What Univerſity I had been 
bred at ?” Here was a queſtion, when 
delivered too with a kind of a ſneer, to 
puzzle a man already ſufficiently Puz- 
zled! 


n Horſwhip;:> Mumps Blan- 
ket, Sccupicd imat the whole of my 
e thoughts; 
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thoughts; yet tho* I was puzzled, 1 
was not non-plus'd; for I bandied back; 
* that tho* I had not the happineſs of 
a Univerſity-Education, yet I had been 
brought up at the King's School at 
Canterbury, which had turned out many 


Scholars of very eminent abilities into 


the world; and I was not aſhamed to 
ſay, that I had at all times been ac- 
knowledged as one of its pupils: 


and I ſtared him in the face with the 


ſeemingly ſelf-poſſefſed conſequence of 


a man ready to undergo a claſſical exa- 


mination. 


Hx told me © he had been convinced 
by my letter, which beſpoke my abili- 
ties; but his reaſon for the enquiry of 


the Univerſity I had been educated in 
was, becauſe he thought he might have 


known ſome of my contemporaries. 


there.“ 
1 A SHORT 
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' A. $nokT converſation ſucceeded, 
and I had permiſſion for the Gram- 
mar-School of the Cathedral, and the 
Promiſe of all the company at Dr. 
M——'s to attend. 


Tur night of Lecture arrived; it was 
a night of terror mixed with ſatisfac- 
Ton. My terror aroſe from the con- 
ſciouſneſs of an inability of giving that 
claſſical Atticiſm in my entertainment 
which fo many men of erudition might 
expect. If Thad fears from this con- 
ſciouſneſs in London, they were much 
heightened here by a reflection, that I 
had a more ſelect audience of People of 


Faſhion and Taſte than J could have 
had there; but again they were in ſome 


degree quieted, when I contemplated. 
the goodneſs of my houſe, and chinked 
the money in my pocket. 


I. MOUNTED: 
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I movnTED the Roſtrum, and as I 
began my Lecture, I caught Dr. M-——s- 
eye, and heard him ſay, ** Very well | 
«© very cell]? Oh that you or I were 
WEIL out of the houſe! thought I. 
However, I got thro' my Lecture, and 
my Auditors ſeemed not at all diſſatis- 
fied, nay, 1 might almoſt ſay, very well 
pleaſed ; however, they were not as» 
well pleaſed 810 Was. 


Os my attendance on the company 
to> the door, all bows and congees, .I> - 
heard Lord FirzwiLLiam ſay, This- 
& fellow's modeſty would recommend bim to: 
« the preſent Miniſtry.” Was this ſatire 
or panegyric ? Reader, if I am vain 
enough to think the Hatter, there is- 
many a man vain upon much leſs: 
grounds. However, I caught the Doc-- 
tor's eye again; and it ſtruck me that I 
could give him a better accouut of the 

| | 3 Univer- 
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Univerſities than hen he aſked me 

that queſtion; for I could patter him 
on the Cant Univerſities of Newgate, 
Bedlam, and Bridewell, with the quali- 
fications of Fat, Ragged, and * 
Proud, Idle, and Dainiy. | 


I pip not attempt to repeat my Enter- 
tainment, (you may be certain) but 
departed for Boſton, in Lincolnſhire, 
for which place I hired a horſe and guide 
from Bourn; but I might almoſt as 
well have truſted to my own ſagacity, 
for he brought me into ſuch a ſpot that 
my horſe fell, and it was well perhaps 
it was ill that I did not break my neck, 
which might have put an end to my 
career, and ꝑrevented my Readers the 
trouble or pleaſure of reading my Ad- 
ventures. However, Fortune choſe to 
reſerve me for ſome more of her buffets; : 
ſo 1 paſſed over the Fens Without any 


other accident, | 
On 
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Ox my arrival in Boſton, I applied 
for liberty to perform to a Mr. 
FypzLL, the Mayor; a Gentleman of the 
greateſt politeneſs, taſte, and good ſenſe. 
He granted me ede. Ang I exhibited. 
myſelf twice. 


_ -» AvTzr my laſt performance, I hap- 
pened to ſpend the evening by inyita- 
tion in company among a number of 
Gentlemen, and among the reſt a Mr. 
B—, a Clergyman, who had ſent ſome 
of his Pupils to my Lecture. This 
Gentleman, before the ** operation of bis 
« ;bjird cup,” began toget into hispedago- 
gical element, and entered into a gram- 
matical diſquiſition as to the compoſition 
of my letter which I ſent him; and to 
which he returned me a written anſwer. 


1 BEGGED | of him to conſider, that ; 


tho? | was a public Lecturer, I was not 
I 5 5 4 
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equally bound to grammatical accuracy: 
with himſelf; and that if he pleaſed to 
produce his letter with mine, I would 
prove his to have moſt deficiencies. He 
grew angry by the compariſon, and be- 
gan to ſputter Latin; which ſome of the 
company ſaid was from Ovip's Meta- 
morphoſes,” and that it ſignified, that a 
compariſon between Ajax and ULysszs- 
was affrontive! I however went on, 
and dared him to produce N letter, as 
1 did his. 


* 
= 


Tus drew ſome very illiberal lan- 
guage from the Clergyman, and a com- 
bat muſt have enſued, had not ſome 
men of more ſenſe and more coolneſs 
than the Lecturer or the Divine in- 
— 555-2 Eb. 


15 HAD however the ſatisfaction of 
perceiving! | 


: 
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perceiving that the company fided with 
me, and held the Clergyman wrong, 
both for his over-weening opinion of 


his abilities, as alſo for his unfortunate: 


inaccuracies. 


. | 5 | 
* . p . - * . 
* 
o F "4 hy * 
* s : . f 5 2 
* * 


— 


— — — — — — 1 
— 1 1 3 


8 
n 
i 
4 ** 
, 3 8. 
x 
> 
*: 
i 
Vs © 
1 -_ 
ay 
"Ka 
1 
449 
* d 
i! 
$ er 
i 48 
* | 
1 11 
Mels 
Yu 
1 
q 1 
N 
51 
1 
n I 
. 
* 1 9 
. 
} 
. 

1 A 
"(1 
ALS 
ME 

47 
1 7 
' 
ct * 
1 
} , 7 
5 
#4 
þ 71 
4 > IF 
1 
0 * 
. 4 4.5 
N. 
4 l 
- 
\ a. 
' Y } 
WM; 
Rl, , 
4 1 1 
i i \ 
* CY: 
4 X 
" , 
ö 
. 1 
4 70 
N 
0 
) - 
. 13 
þ 
« 7 bo 
1 
: VP 
zH 
14 1 
. P 
: y 1 + | 
| 3 
4 L 
484 
* 
19 
; 18 
13 ) 
i» 
i 
BY 7 
7 f 
** 
N 
n 
* 
I 
* 1 
U FB 
6&1} 
£3); 79 
8 IL 
11 
v +2 4 
. 
14 1 
7 [1 
* 1 
| ; 
. 1 
NN 
744 SE 
1 
. 
Poe i4 | 
0 
#53 
143 1'S 
þ 4 „ 
: : 
Fi; 4 
+ I 
Ns 
[1 = e 
- 8 
F HEE S + 
20; | 4 
1 1 * 
74 7! y 
© 11 
os ! . 
15 : 
(ad 1 
* 
N 14 
$3 
0 - * 
: - 
HY | 
ka : 
£77 » 
* 
* : 
15 
14 
121 | 
By} 
Di | 
— 1 
I& i | 
$3 4 
> 18 
1 © 
1 
8 0 

} 

$ 

: - 
\ *4 

G 

- 

8 
1 
1 

4 

1 

2 

* 


|| = —_— — — wm 2 
— IS, 
N a 


wed. 


— 


= 977 
fn Hs - 


| 
| 
\ 
x 


—— 
— 


— — 
— 
— 


— 
— 


© — — ——— —wↃœWGäẽ 6 — —jü——hͥ ne 


e 
* 


N 
— 
— * — 
— 


20% VIEW OF SOCIETY AND/MANNERS 


3 * 1 p : ? ö # ſb 
* i — } I 4 1 . 
: ; 
"> OR a = _. : * 
J 5 : 2 7 2 3h. Fa * : "= 27 * 1 — 2 ; 
4 1 ” > I ' * : ; 


Go to Grantham. Mr. and Mrs. CLAkkx, 
Tnn-keepers. Nottingham. Landlady 
there. Leiceſter. Letter to a Gen- 
tleman in Nottingham. Market-Har- 
borough, Epigram. 


RIDE is not at all incompatible 
with Poverty. Afﬀeer I had quit- 
ted Boſton, I paſſed through Sleatord 
to Grantham, where, tho? I had a pre- 
occupation of ſucceſs, yet I declined 
_w_ my Exhibition. | 


Tux houſe where I put up was kept 
by Mr. WaLLran CLarke and his 
Wife, who had both ſerved me in the 
carrying-on my Inn at Canterbury. * 
was aſhamed to diſcover that ſituation 
to which I was reduced, and I there- 

I | fore 


— — 
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fore avoided. cautiouſly divulging my 


preſent profeſſion, and totally concealed. 


the intention with which 1 had viſited 


Grantham. E 


" I xeMaiNeD chere in conſequence of 
| the moſt preſſing invitations for ten 


days, and during my ſtay had the con- 


tinual compliments of hoſpitality, af- 


fection, and regard, poured out on me. 
In them I experienced what I had fel- 


dom felt, a return for what my more 


happy days enabled me to have done. 


Oven and above their favours for that 
moment, they requeſted me, at any time 
that my conveniency or neceſſity might 
make their houſe uſeful as a temporary 
retreat, that 1 ſhould _ it 1 


— 


"Py not my Reader think that my 
gratitude for thefe favours. actuate me 
to a a falſhood, when I ſay that Mr. and 
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Mrs. Crake are clever and obliging, 
attentive to their gueſts, and regarded 
by their neighbours :* it would have 
been what juſtice had exacted, if I had 
not any other debt to them. I wrote the 
following trifle extempore there. My 
poetical reader will readily ſee that I 
had a poem of Swirr's in my eye, or 
rather my memory, when I Es | 


Tus FURNITURE OF. AN INN. 


WIIO wiſh to know, from me now learn 
What for an Ian will cuſtom earn: 
A eleanly houſe, a decent Hof, 
Good liquors at the ſmalleſt coſt ; 
Meats which are choſen of the beſt, 
With ſauces exquiſitely-dreſt; 
For oft *tis wrote in learned dot 
God ſendeth meats, the Devil cooks. }: 
A waiter you need neꝰer require 
To trim the lights or ſtir the fire; 
A downy bed, which if once preſs'd, 
Beſtows the weary trav'ller reſt. | 
Oh, yes! if ever you ſhould want em, 
You'll find 'em at The George at Grantham 
| Is 
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IF I had experienced obligations from | 


Mr. CLARKE, I ſuffered in proportion 
from my Landlady . at Nottingham, 
whither I made my next progreſs. 


Ha my meeting with Mr. WRITE 


zy's Company of Comedians gave op- 
portunity for experiencing the renewal 
of his civilities, which he repeatedly. 
conferred on me by attending my Lec 
tures-; while his Company, on the con- 
trary, depreciated my abilities, cen- 
ſured my compoſition, and invented: 
malicious ſtories of me. | 


TazR miſrepreſentation deſcribed: 
me .as a compound of. Player, Soldier; 
Stroller, Sailor, and Tinker! An odd: 
gallimaufry-!—yet if it were true, there 
were ſome more chance of a humorous: 
exhibition of the World from ſuch a. 
blending of characters, than from a. 
n — of Authors, which 

their 
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their education had prevented them 
fapmm underſtanding. 


= 


Howzvrz, their Ala e per- 
fectly ruined me, and brought me into 
the power of Mrs. P-—-, who et 
time, place, and pace with me. 


I THOUGHT myſelf pretty much a 
maſter of Gammon, but the Billingſ- 
gate eloquence of Mrs. P not only 
exceeded me, but outdid all that I had 
ever known cloquent in that way. 


I THovenT to purchaſe a truce by 


the ſurrender of a pair of ſilk ſtock- 


ings to her; but they remained only as a 
proof, among other things, of her con- 


queſt. 


I” wh many obligations to Mr. 


Dek, Mr. LEEEK, and Mr. SPENCER, 
by whoſe friendſhip I was made able to 


moye, which I did, to Leiceſter, where 
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my profits fitted me to repay ſome 


of theſe favours, and ſome of thoſe 
debts which 1 had contraſted : at the 
ſame time took an opportunity of re- 


turning my thanks to the Gentleman 


» hoſe favours I had experienced fo emi- 
nently at ain in the following 
lexcer-: 51 1 | | 


48 I'R, 


% ] yops you will 50 my ag 
" you by this mean the conductor of 
« my thanks to thoſe Gentlemen who 
: «© were ſo much my friends at Notting- 
% ham. Profeſſions of gratitude may 
” be deemed very unſubſtantial pay- 
N ments for benefits of a more ſolid 
IT and real nature; yet, as It 1s all 1 
have to beſtow, I hope you will take 
% a poor Bankrupt's dividend and fign 


o his certificate, or r grant him a receipt 


ee in 


2 — — 
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in full. Poor as I am, as HAMLET 
i 125 of HoRAT IO, who 


3 No revenue have but my 1204 vie 
FS, © To feed and clothe me,” | 


— I nog that Fortune mal begin to- 


* 


N . on her hitherto unſucceſsful 0 


purſuer: if ſhe ſhould, I ſnhall not want 
« gratitude enough to remember my 
« Nottingham Friends, eſpecially your- 
<« ſelf and Mr. Seznces, whoſe amiable 

* temper and great goodneſs of heart 
« Ta hall. never K 1 Hy 


«T4 BEG my 1 reſpectful N 
44 ments to Mr. LEEK. Tell him how 
« much I admire his knowledge of man-. 
kind: and would he turn the activity 

& of his genius to the ſervice of the 
64 Public, I think he would equal the 
00 moſt diſtinguiſhed of our parliamen- 
* tary characters. 

* L have the honour to be, Ec. 
ER OUT. 
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Fx oN Leiceſter I proceeded to Mar- 
 ket-Harborough, from the expectation 
of protection from a Gentleman who had 
tried his genius as a dramatic poet: 
yet his not having been too ſucceſsful 
himſelf, did not reduce that ſupercili- 
ouſneſs which too often accompanies 
the Poet of the Theatre. Like Fapr1i- 
eius in Git BLas, they ſet down the 
diſeſteem of the Audience to their want. 
of taſte, and value themſelves in pro- 
portion to their being diſregarded. 


On my application to Mr. —— he 
returned me for anſwer, that he and 
men of his line were ſo teized by public 
performers, as to make it neceſſary for 
him to be ſteady and uniform in his re- 
fuſals to every public perſon. 


Tas reſolution, thought U is very 
grateful to thoſe perſons by whoſe means 
| | b his 


/// . TA 
— 2 — ooo — — 


| following couplets : 
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his pieces were introduced! into Eramaric 
exiſtence. | 


I LiKEWISE applied to a Juſtice of 


Peace, not indeed from the ſame hope 
of protection, but from the general rule 
of my conduct in applying to Magiſ- 


tracy. He was as deſtitute of manners, 
as the other had been of humanity; yet 


neither the one nor the other deterred 
me from trying my fortune, which, with- 


out the protection of the one, or the 
permiſſion of the other, was very tole- 


rable. 


Tus ſucceſs inſpired me with ſent'- 
ments of indignation, and produced the 


On Mr.—— and Juſtice — 


LET the Great, when they pleaſe, on the 
4 humble look down, 


nd their labours regard with a _/zeer or a | frown, 
But 


"a 
4 
f®, 


= 
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But let not a muſhroom, whom yeſterday roſe, ' 
Beyond what its fungus birth gives it diſcloſe. 
Should a Juſtice new rais'd rank himſelf with 


2 I 
3 0 S 8 
- . — be * 
— — 4 * 2 — #0 > 
— . — Y : ©, SI wh gf » 
: =—Y 
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Nobility, J 
And think that true Grandeur ſcotnt common | 
Civility ; f 


FD RIES 
2 


Or a Poet puff up with Perſian inflation, 
Folding bombaſt and fuſtian as pure inſpiration, 
No regard to the claims of a Brother beſtow, | 
But /ook with diſdain on the little below ; „ 
Let the Juſtice behold, how the people prevail, 
And ſcoff at the pow'r of his ill-ballanc'd feale ; 
Make the Poet experience his claflic unfitneſs ; | 
They'll view themſelves hen, what the Public 
2040 witneſs, f 
Perhaps in thoſe days, if ſuch days ever be, 
The Juſtice and C-—— would patronize me. 
Till then be their fancy a plague to their betters, 
Which a Gentleman duds This ; That a Max of 


Letters. 


- — 


. 
£4 - 
Tay {= 
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Glouceſter. Apply, and am refuſed by 
_ MreS s. Verſes on S 8. 
Epigram on a Barber, Leave to per- 
vows at the Ty - 50 


ARI 0 Us ſucceſs attended my 

efforts, but ſuch as neither marked 
any particular period of my life, or 
diſtinguiſhed my attempts, until I had 
-crofſed over to Glouceſter, where I put 
up at a principal Inn. 


Mr application was almoſt | inſtantly 
made ro Mr. S -s, the Mayor, 
for leave to exhibit my Lecture. His 
reply was, that as all public Exhibi- 
. 
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tions were an injury to the poor of the 
he could by no means give leave.“ 


5 } $1 


EN 
— 


17 poverty gives a -tials, though] I, 
to encouragement, there are very few- 
that can have a better claim. This 
claim, however, I did not think it 
proper to prefer, but informed him, 
that my entertainment was at once 
chaſte, modeſt, and inſtructive; that 
improvement and amuſement were 7 
ſo blended, that I could hardly tell ö 
which preſided in ĩit; and that I truſted 
the manner of executing it would be 
no impeachment to any underſtanding.” 
To this he made no reply; but his 

brother-in-law, a Mr. R, told me 
J had got my anſwer, and that he 
wondered at my - infolenee in not de- 
parting. 


* 
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Faxxꝛovskr to my waiting upon the 
Mayor, 


„ : 4. 
: j 3 
* 
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Mayor, I had learned that he had very 
lately licenſed a Slight-of-Hand Man 
to perform there; and the difference be- 
tween our two | profeſſions, the one 
which by tricks deludes the eyes, and 


the other which inſtructs the head and 
directs the heart to the beſt and nobleſt 


exertions, emboldened me to reply to 
Mr. R——. ; 


8 INFORMED hs,” that he ſhould not 
interfere. in what did not at all concern 
him; I ſpoke to the Mayor in his official 
capacity as a Magiſtrate and a Gentle- 
man: had I ſpoken to him as a Tradeſ- 
man, then Mr. R—— might have 
taken it to himſelf; but I requeſted he 
would leave it to the Magiſtrate him 
ſelf to grant or refuſe what I had de- 
ſired. | 


"Tris brepgliy on an altercation be- 
ee tween 


— 


— 
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tween the Mayor and me, when he ho- 
noured me by telling me, that © I was 
„ one of the moſt impudent fellows he 
„ had ever ſeen.” I thanked his Wor- 
ſhip for the compliment, and told him, 
that “ my experience and his, if he 
“had no ſelf-partiality, might very 
& ſpeedily find out a Trio in Glouceſter,” 


—— 


— —— ͤ ͤ —Ü]2⁊ 1 8 2 — — — 
en ii 7 mn DS. —_— 2 pol 1 2 3 — 8 
o 2 - 7 2 a s $ S 


* 


IRPTIR ED to my inn, determined if 


poſſible to perform; and as I had al- 1 

ways found that oppoſition acquired 1 

notice for me, I wrote the following 'q 

lines : . | T8 
, - MY Lecture, mirror-like to Nature, 


Of Vice and Virtue ſhews each feature. 

The virtuous ſoul delights to gaze | 
On the fair form the glaſs diſplays; : 
With conſcious pride well-pleas'd reviews 

The well-meant labours of the Muſe : 

But Vice, of odious ſhape and mien, 

Which would be hated were ſhe ſeen,” +} 
Yo ; 8 Inward 


/ 
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Inward convicted of diſgrace, 
Dreads to behold her horrid face. 
Hence S-—— ever will reſuſe 

To view the labours of my Muſe ; 
For fools or knaves, or both combin'd, 
Each dread to view a guilty mind. 


1 nemamntD a part of "the next day 
confined by means of my Barber, whom. 
they called Old Time, on whom I wrote 
the following 


FI 
KIND Juſtice, the fate of this Shaver controul, 
Make a block of his head, and his carcaſe a pole. 


In the afternoon I went to the ſign 
of the Bolt, where many of the Gen- 
tlemen meet to drink fine ale. Here 1 
gave an account of the Mayor's refu- 
ſal, and the conduct of his Brother; 
begged leave to give them ſome ex- 
tracts from my Lecture, which I did, 

7 | as 
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as likewiſe ſome extracts of Plays; 
came the Tragic and Comic Rig over 
them; and laſt of all napp'd my bib. 


Tazy all agreed that I was a clever: 

fellow, and ſeveral conſultations were 
| held in the different parts of the houſe- 
how to defeat the Mayor, 


Ir was at length agreed, that the dif- 


ferent Gentlemen ſhould ſign a requeſt 


to Mr. MitutR at Worceſter, | the 
owner of the Theatre at Glouceſter, for- 
the loan of his Theatre for my exhibi- 

tion, as it was out of the juriſdiction of. 
the Mayor and Corporation; and a Mr. 

CHANDLER, one of the company, agreed. 
to carry 1t over. 


Tur next day Mr. CyanDLes ſent 
me a meſſage that the Gentlemen at the 
Bolt would be glad to ſpeak to me, I 
directly waited on them, and was re- 

K 2. | Joiced 
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joiced with the news that Mr. MILLER 


had given me the liberty of performing 
in 1 his Theatre. | | 


I apverTISED in the Papers, de- 
livered my Bills about the town, and 
had every expeRtation o of a very great 
houſe, | 


| Tas night of my performance ar- 


_ rived, and I had got the Theatre in 
readineſs, the candles placed in order, 
my Roſtrum erected, and every 5 
prepared for a W a nadfenee 


” 4 
* — 
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0 n A P. XXVII. 


Diſappointment. Kindneſs of my young 
Landlord. Dialogue of T; radeſinen, & c. 
Set my 7 allow-Chandler to ſecure my 
other Creditors, by engaging as Journey- 
mantohim. Get leave to viſit my Friends, 
then go to London, and nerv. model my 
Ledture. 


HE reader has beheld me at one 
of my firſt attempts in a great 
city accuſtomed to regular and elegant 
performances, wound up to the higheſt 
_ expeCtation of ſuccels, 


Tux hour af nerformance was nearly 
arrived, when my hopes had preſaged 
for me ſuch a houſe as would: have gi- 
ven me ſome time for reconſidering my 


K _ -. pen 


— re 2 - 
— — — — — — r I eee — 
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performance, and redigeſting and new- 
modelling my exhibition, when, alas! 
by what a misfortune. were my Wes. 
pur a Period to. ö 


Tax winds roſe, and were accompani- 
ed by heavy rains, which beat in the. 
roof of the Theatre, and carried away 
half the houſe, I remember my reflec- 
tions on that occaſion, and I'think them. 
not unphiloſophic. I was circumftanced- 
- ſo as to render me particularly unhappy, 
yet I conſoled myſelf that, even like my, 
caſtle-built Imagination, = 


The great Globe itſelf, 
«6 | Yeu all which it inherits, ſhall diſlolve, 


„ And like the baſeleſs fabric of a viſion 


| = Leave not a wreck behind, wile 


Tur ſucceeding day I lay ſulkily a- 
bed, thinking what muſt be done - News- 
paper Advertiſements, Printer's Bill, 

* Bill. Sticker, Waſher- _ 
woman. 


- woman, and Hair-Dreſſer's Bills unpaid: 
beſides between thirty and forty ſhil- 
lings at my Inn. I held a Council of 

War with my thoughts, and having mu 

tered up reſolution ſufficient, I marched” 

down into the Parlour and gave orders- 

for breakfaſt, 4 


I sr for the young Landlord, who? 
came into my room, and as he entered I. 
Caught his eye. I had often heard him 

ſay that he was a reader and admirer of 

 M1LTon.- I fhut the door, and requeſted 
him to be kind enough to take my book 

and read the firſt eighteen lines of Mil- 

Town, beginning © Of Man's firſt diſo- 

© bedience.” As ſoon as he had done, I 

exclaimed that he muſt have experienced 
the inſtructions of a Quix or a SnRE- 

RKIDAN-; for it was impoſſible for any 

25 . | mans 
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man to ſpeak ſo well who had not been 
taught by ſome very eminent Orator. * 


——*< Flattery direct rarely diſguſts, 


% They little know Mankind, 


“% Who doubt its operation. *Tis my key 
To ope the wicket of the human heart.” 


IT was now my turn to ſpeak, and tho? 
I had neither the tongue of a SyERIDAN 
nor the language of a MiLTon,. I touched 
what I wanted; for in leſs than five mi- 
nutes his right hand began to move 
it approached—1 talked on- it entered 
his pocket.— I felt internally my ſuc- 
ceſs, and continued my Oration, which 
1 found had come home to what I 


Viſhed moſt to arrive; ; for he put half- 


a-guinea into my hand, with an apology, 


requeſting me not to be offended at the 


offer of ſuch a trifle; and as to the Bill, 
to ſend it to Glouceſter whenever it was 
convenient. | 
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Mr young Landlord invited me to 
dinner; which was ſcarcely finiſhed, when 
the waiter entered to inform me that ſe- 
veral tradeſmen wanted me, to whom 1 


ſent word that I would wait on them im- 
mediate ly. 


WII Lx I endeavoured to call up ſpirits 
for this encounter, I heard one of them 
ſay, Where is this Lecturing Man? 
ano her, I will be paid.” © D--n him, 
(ſays the Waſherwoman) © does he think 
l pay nothing for my ſoap and ſtarch? 
thought by his linen he was a va» 
** gabond, and I never ſhould be paid. 
TN wonder how the fellow gets it 
on; he muſt do it by ꝓiece- meal; 
c a lleeve in one tub, a collar in ano- 
ther, and a wriſtband in a third. 


Oh you brimſtone, thought I, is this 
the way you e a Gentleman” 8 laun- 


7 FT 
„ TB. 


« 


— 
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Tur Bill ſticker bawls out, I have 
ss been three days ſticking of bills and. 
6 putting up candles; but I cannot ſee. 
< what he has to ſhew :-I wonder what 
& his ſhew is.“ Why, ſays the Hair- 
PDreſſer, *tis Lecturing: I'll be d——d, 
however, (adds we if he lectures me 
* out of my money.“ 


Ir I was chagrined at Peterborough. 
from the elegance of my Company, I 
was here terrified by the awful prepara- . 
| tion F heard making for me. 


Tre Waſherwoman ſcolding, the 
Hair-dreſſer and Bill-ſticker bullying, 
and the Waiter and Maid-ſervants ſhout- 
ing and laughing—here was a ſcene to 
encounter, which required a good deal 
of fortitude: I however called up all my; 
courage, opened the parlour-dopr; and 
walked into the kitchen. 
| | FHEx: 


» 
4 
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Tux all ſeemed competitors for the 
firſt delivery of their Bills, and-gaped; 
ready to devour me if not ſatisfied. 


Tuxar are Bills enough, thought I, 
which muſt all be ſatisfied ; but how ?— 
IVE with money, faith. i 


* 


1 ATTACKED the Tallow-Chandler- 


firſt ® T had acquired a knowledge of his 


character from my young Landlord. 
He was quite an enthuſiaſt in Merhodi/m... 
J caught his eye, came the gb over 


him, bluſhed modeſtly, and then broke- 


filence to the following purpoſe; * that 
J had long repented following the 


* prophane profeſſion of a Shewmanz_ 


e and that I firmly believed {with ano- 


ther ſigh) that the Play-houſe being 


<«- beaten down by the wind and rain, 
6. and partly carried away by the flood, 
was a judgment. of the Almighty's.““ 


Ik Mn” 


— — - = — CA TER HR _——__—_—_ 
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My Tallow-Chandler ſoon came into 


| that way of thinking, and aid, that for 


his part he had long thought that they 
were the Devils houſes, and that they 
would all meer with the ſame fate: 


A very pious wiſh, thought I, maſter 
Chandler! however, I replied, „that I 
never would in future have any thing 
more to do with Skews, or Lectures, or 
Plays, but follow my profeſſion, and 
diligently work at my trade, which was 
the ſame as his, a Tallow-Chandlex.”, | 
| | 1 

Ask ED him, if he dipped by hand or 
by machine, or whether he dipped three, 
four, or five ſticks at a time, and when 


he made the next 2 7 of candles; ot 


He: then told me, if I choſe he would 
employ me, and give me eight weeks 


work; and ſo I might work out the 


difference 


difference between us. I immediately 
aſſented to the propoſal, but requeſted 


that he would be kind enough to paſs 
his word to the reſt of my creditors ; 


which he readily conſented to, and they 
went away ſeemingly very well ſatisfied, 


leaving maſter and man #nocking about 
the Bub, and chattering about Religion, 
on which ſubject my pious diſcourſe 
made my Maſter repeatedly nap the bib, 


 Anovur ſeven o'clock Mr. R—;,} 
| the Mayor” 8 Brother, and an Iriſh For- 


tune-hunter, came into the Inn. As Ihap- 
pened to have ſome knowledge of the 


character of the Fortune- bunter, I blew 
them up, and made my new Maſter laugh. 


Of the Fortune-hunter I ſhall sive 
an account hereafter “. Ut 


gee in Vol. II. character of a F ortune· hunter. 


8 | 5 | IX | : | 
\ | — My 
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My Maſter aſked me hoo my friends. 
| lived; to which | replied, © at Bewdley 
in. Worceſterſhire, whither I requeſted 
that I might have leave to go for a week, 
as I was ſure my friends, being people of 
reputation and good livers, as well as 
godly, ſober, and religious, would be. 
rejoiced to hear that I had quitted ſo 
idle, profligate, and abandoned a life. 
Indeed, if he would give me a.certificate 
under his hand that I was engaged by- 
him, and that I might be aſſured of eight 
or ten weeks work, they would give me- 
clothes and money to enable me to pay. 
the people he had paſſed his word to, 
make me eaſy and chearful in my mind. 
and fit me to > get wy living 1 in an honeſt 


5 way rang 


* * 
- : : 
m_—_— j . s * 
N 
” - > 


«3 


Wu went into the parlour, and had 
pen, ink and paper, when I wrote, my- 
credentials, which he ſigned, as I be- 

lieve- 
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Heve he would have done his death- 


warrant. 


% 


I zoRROWED: a crown of my Tallow-. 


: Chandlering Maſter towards undertak- 
ing my Journey, which I ſet about on 
the next morning; not indeed for Bewd-. 
ley but London, where I intended to as». 
mend, enlarge, and refit. my Lecture. 


A proressI0N which draws bread: 
not from the neceſſity but the prodiga- 


lity of mankind, not from their love of 
genius and improvement but from a de- 
fire of gratifying curioſity and acquiring: 


entertainment, muſt depend entirely on. 
the varying the ſpot. in which it is exhi- 
bited, the verſatility of the genius who-. 
3 contrives, or the variety which he has 
combined; yet all theſe will be vain, if 
he confines himſelf to the narrow Hangs; 
of a country circuit. 


1 
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Ix Loxpox itſelf, which is a great 
moving picture, changed by the diffe- 
rent characters and figures not of the 
country parts of England alone, but 
of the whole Univerſe, how ſoon does 

a ſameneſs of entertainment pall on the 
public palate! The ſound which pleaſed 
ſome time ago now hurts the ear, the 
picture which delighted now offends the 
eye, and the attitude which was for- 
merly beautiful is now diſguſting. Per- 

- -haps, who knows but ſomebody in a 
year or two hence ſhall come here whole 
dancing ſhall be as ſuperior to the elder 
Vesrals, as he is to the younger. 
What then muſt he hope, who confined 
himſelf within the narrow limits of a 
ſingle Lecture! I had gathered materi- 
als for enlarging my plan, but as books 
and men were neceſſary to recur to, the 
done to aſſiſt in the framing, the other 
24; WP 
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in the determining of the merit of my 
Lecture, I ſet out for Loxpov. 


Tris foreſt of chimneys is too well [ 
known to need any commentary on. A 
repreſentative of every character in Eu- 
rope may be found. I do not mean 
when I talk of characters to ſignify tage 
Corps Diplomatique ; they are but deriva- 
tive repreſentatives, and frequently no 
likeneſs at all of the original: but I 2 
mean that every original may find his 
fellow i in London, © in the buſy hum of 
men,“ at three on the Royal-Exchange, | 

or in the ſtill Cloiſters of Weſtminſter. 

Every genius has room for play here; 

and one would think, when he ſaw the 

number of unhappy but fine women 

who walk the ſtreets, parade the Park, 

flutter at a Maſquerade, or flirt in a 

front-box, that a female repreſentative | 

had been ſent here from every part of 

Europe: 


N 
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Europe, to conteſt at once the meed of 
wretched vice, and the palm of won- 
derful Ty. 


- Loxpon has a the aſylum of St. 
EvREMOND, the encourager of Rovps- 
SEAU, and the patron of VoLTarre. In; 
London every foreign merit has met 
encouragement; but it. muſt not be 
from this contended that domeſtic genius 
has not met with it likewiſe. Our Pro. 
phets have been regarded in their own 
country; for a Hun and a BEATTIE, a 
RonkRTso and a G1BB0N, are the ob- 
jects of the preſent admiration, as in truth. 
they will be of futurity. Their labours. 
were ſuch as muſt be noticed by the 
European World, had Britain raten, 
e chem. . 


Bur the attention paid to the gramma- 
tical accuracy of a Low rn, and the phi- 
1 lologic 
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lologic labours of 1 ick 
may be ſaid to be confined within the. 
narrow limits of that language whoſe 
ſtandard they have determined, is a 
Proof of the care with which every part 
of ſcience is cultivated here. 


Taz works of a PRIESTLEV, like the 
electric touch, aſtoniſh every where; 
the accuracy of a PRiex, the eloquence 
of a Buxk x, and the rapidity and vehe- 
mence of a F of, will be admired, though 
confined to narrower limits than Nature 
intended for them. | ; 

HRE I expected to advantage my 
Compoſition, and to enable myſelf to 
purſue a more various courſe than here- 
tofore; but I was too ſoon cut off from 
my expectation, and compelled to launch 


on the ſea of adventure, to fit out my 
| bark ; 
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bark ſo as to be, as I hoped it mould, | 
. of ne 


A wanT of money confined and nar- 
rowed thoſe proſpects which my imagi- 
nation had a bird's-eye view of, but which 
my finances rendered it impoſſible for 
me to complete; ſo that I was almoſt 
immediately obliged to go out with 
my old Lecture, and on my new 
traverſe to behold new manners, new 
countries, and new characters. f 4 
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